4 
Bia 
4 as 


AN D 


PHILOSOPHICAL 


COMMENTARIES. 
ByaSocirETy in EDINBURGH, 


-Veritatem cum eis ipfis qui docent quaerimus.. 


SENECA. 


VOLUME SECOND. 


PART 1. 


Printed for J. Murray, No. 32. Fleet-ftreet; 


W. Crercu, Succeflor to Mr Kincaip, and 
W. Daummonp, Edinburgh ; and T. Ewine, 
| Capel-ftreet, Dublin. 


M,DCC,LXXIV. 


| 
\ 
( | 

; 4 

| 

| 


. 
2 
> 
< 
* 
‘ 
& 
4 
| 
+3 
‘ 
j 
4 
\ 
‘ 
5 
4 
‘ 
i 
> 
| 
BPs. 
~~ 
: 


of KinNnouL, 
&c. 
This VoLUME of the 
MEDICAL. COMMENTARIES 
RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
By his Lorpsuip’s 
Moft obedient Servants, 


The AUTHORS. 


Non fafces, iraque, non purpuram, non exftrudtas in altum divitias, 
non ingenium artibus atque {fcientiis utcunque ornatum et imVbtum; 
fed animum communi utilitati infervientem dignitas fequitur. 

NICHOLLS 


OANBURGE 
. | i 
To the Honovrasr LIBRA RY | 
T H | 


‘ 
a 
. 4 
6 


4 
4 


may obferve, in the words of a cele-— 

brated philofopher, that we began this 

work, ¢ non tain perficiundi fpe, quam experiun- 
* di voluntate.’ After the trial which it has now 
had, by the publication of the firft volume, it is 
with pleafure we find, that it has met with no in- 
different reception from the public. We are not 
indeed ignorant, that the fuccefs of a new under- 
taking is often promoted by circumftances un- 
connected with any merit in the work itfelf. 
But we may be bold to affirm, that, if thefe Com- 
mentaries be void of utility, we have been much 
impofed upon by fome of our readers, who could 
lave no motive for flattering us, and who tn- 
queftionably are able judges of the real merit of 


any medical publication. 


Thus fupported in our labours by the encou- 
ragement of the public, and the approbation of 
individuals, we can have no hefitation in determi- 
ning to continue them. And we should not at 
prefent have troubled our readers with any pre- 
A 3 : face, 


4 


6 


face, had we not eftcemed it neceffary to affign 


-reafons for fome part of our future conduét. 


Many valuable correfpondents, with that free- 


dom which becomes philofophers, have fuggefted 
alterations in the plan of thefe commentaries, 


which they imagine would be improvements. 
We are well convinced of the utility of fome ad- 


ditions which they propofe ; and we are not infen- 
fible of the objections which lie againft articles _ 


that have been admitted. But we cannot help 


thinking, that our plan is already as extenfive as 


the limits we have affigned for the execution will 
allow. And we do not imagine that we could 


-fubftitute any articles of greater utility, in the 


place of thofe which we have already adopted. 
Thefe confiderations have determined us to per- 
fift, for another volume, in our prefent plan, re- 
ferving every alteration till we fhall at leaft be 
enabled to judge from the experience of a fe- 
cond year. 

There is, however, one particular which we 
think it neceflary to mention thus early, becaufe 
we have fome thoughts of afterwards admitting 
it. It has been fuggefted to us, that a regifter of 
epidemics in different parts of the kingdom, would 


conftitute a valuable article. After the authority 
of 
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of the great Sydenham, it is needlefs to inculcate 
the importance of this fubje&t. But it’ becomes. 
neceflary to mention it at prefent ; becaufe, al- 
though the regifter for 1774 cannot be publifhed 
fooner than in our volume for 1775, yet it muft - 
be prepared during the courfe of the prefent year. 
It is therefore a topic on which we would with to 
be favoured with the obfervations of correfpon- 
dents ; and, by what we learn from them, our fu- 
ture conduét fhall be regulated. 


‘ After thefe obfervations on our plan, we fhall 
| now conclude this preface with a few reflections 
4 of a different-nature. In the execution, our aim. 
has been to colleét from every fource difcoveries 

ee. of realimportance. It isnot, however, to be i- 
magined, that we have affented to the truth of all 
: the opinions here brought together. Many of 
them can be confirmed or refuted by the teft of 
future experience alone. We have endeavoured 


to prefent them to our readers, with the argu- 
ments which we found in fupport of them, with- 
out courting the favour either of the invidious, 
by virulent cenfure, or of the vain, by unmerited 
applaufe. And while we can acquit ourfelves of 
all partiality and prejudice, we have no reafon to 
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apprehend, that we ftand accufed by any of our 
readers. 


Many other particulars, befides zeal for the 
improvement of medicine, and an unbiafled re- 
gard to truth, are neceflary for executing this 
work with all the advantages of which it is capa- 


ble. But our readers are now pofleffed of fufh- 


cient data, tor determining how far our abilities 


and induftry are equal to the tafk we have under- 


taken. ‘To their judgement we muft refer the 
decifion. But, while we have the fatisfaction to 
reflect, that a favourable opinion has been form- 
ed of our firft volume by fome, to whofe learn- 
ing and abilities great deference is juftly paid, we 
hope that we need be lefs diffident concerning 
the determination of others. 


With regard to future volumes, we can only 
promife, that, if abilities be not deficient, indu- 
{try fhall not be wanting. And we may obferve, 
that, for very obvious reafons, the longer we per- 
fift in this undertaking, it will be the lefs difficult 
to render it extenfively ulcful. 
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MEDICAL 
COMMENTARIES. 


co An Account of Books. 


I, 


Obfervations on the Difeafes in Long Voyages to hot 
Countries, and particularly on thofe which pre- 
vail in the Eaft Indies. By John Clark, for- 
merly Surgeon of the Talbot Indiaman. 8vo, 
London. 


HE public has of late been favoured with 
many judicious obfervations upon the dif- 

eafes of warm climates. ‘This fubject, however, 
which mult be highly important to fuch a nation 
as Great Britain, is by no means exhaufted. 
And the practical remarks with which we are 
here prefented, are no inconfiderable addition to 


thofe already made. 
Mr 


4 
£ 
. 
Fe 
ae 
2 
| 
4 
> 
ine 
Ke 
t 
| 
‘4 
4 


10 MEDICAL 
Mr Clark, now Dr Clark, has divided his 


treatife into two parts. In the firft, we are pre- 


fented with a medical journal of two voyages to 
the Eaft Indies; and, in the fecond, with pra¢ti- 


cal obfervations concerning the prevailing difeafes 


there. As the firft of thefe parts does not admit 
of abridgement, we fhall proceed to take notice 


_ of fome of the moft interefting particulars in the 


fecond, 


The author claffes the difeafes which occur in 
voyages to the Eaft-Indies, under three general 


heads, derived from their caufes. 1/?, Thofe a- _ 


rifing from heat. 2dly, Thofe occafioned by 
heat conjoined with moifture. And, 3d/y, Thofe 
occafioned by cold conjoined with moifture. The 


difeafes referred to the firft of thefe divifions, are, — 
he tells us, but inconfiderable, and confift chiefly 


of flight fevers, admitting of an eafy cure. To 


the fecond he refers remittent and putrid fevers : 


And to the laft, fea-fcurvy. 
The difeafes which prevail on fhore in hot cli- 


mates, he divides into thofe of the dry, and thofe 
of the wet feafon. To the firft belong fluxes 


from acrid bile, the cholera, dry belly-ach, in- 
flammations and obftruétions of the liver. And 
to the laft, fevers and fluxes, which, he tells us, 
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COMMENTARIES. 


are malignant in proportion to the heat and hu- 
midity of the air, and to the noxious exhalations 
from marfhes and uncultivated traéts of country. 
After this claffification of the difeafes, he ob- 
ferves, that thofe in their nature moft deftructive 
are, fever, cholera, dry belly-ach, dyfentery, he- 


‘patitis ; and at fea, the fcurvy. He then pro- 


ceeds to treat of particular difeafes. 

After a full defcription of the remitting fever, 
he prefents us with fome obfervations on thofe 
remedies which have ufually been employed in 
the cure. Bleeding, which, in fuch fevers, has 
in general been recommended where there are 
any figns of plethora, he found, was, even in 


thofe cafes, attended with a bad effet. He ad- 


mits the ufe of antimonials in the beginning of 
thefe fevers ; but is of opinion, that they are hurt- 
ful where the difeafe is once confirmed, or has 
arrived at any degree of malignity. Where an 


-antimonial is to be ufed, he prefers tartar emetic 


to every other preparation ; and recommends 
that it fhould be given in the form of a powder 
mixed with magnefia. To Dr James’s powder | 
he objects, that it is not only very uncertain in its. 
operation, but that the profufe evacuations which 
jt occafions render it highly injurious in hot cli- 
mates, 
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mates. He is of opinion, that all the advantages 
which have been afcribed to the faline draughts 
-of Riverius, fpiritus mindereri, and nitre, may be 
~~ obtained from lemonade, or acidulated barley-wa- 
ter. Camphor, ferpentaria, mufk, caftor, fal fuc- 
cini, fal cornu cervi, and the pulvis contrayervae, i 
_after propter trial, he was induced entirely to lay 
afide. He found that blifters were more effectual 1 
in relieving the head, that wine was a better cor- _ 
dial, and that warm fomentations and pediluvia . 
were more powerful antifpafmodics and diapho- 


retics. | 
After thefe obfervations on the remedies which 
have been commonly employed, Dr Clark pro- 
ceeds to mention the method of cure which he > { 
followed. This confifted in cleanfing the intefti- j 
nal canal, by gentle vomits and purges, in pre- 
fcribing Peruvian bark in as large dofes as the : 
patient’s ftomach would bear, without any re- 
gard to remiffions or exacerbations, and in di- 
recting a diet of the moft antifeptic kind, confift- 
ing chiefly of vegetables. To confirm thefe re- 
marks, he fubjoins the hiftories of twenty cafes 


which fell under his care. 
After giving a defcription of the putrid dyfen-: 
tery which reigned at Bengal in 1768, he ob- 
| ferves, 
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COMMENTARIES. 13 


ferves, that he does not remember to have met 


_with above a cafe or two which feemed to re- 


quire bleeding ; and that, even in thefe, the ope- 
ration, though performed early, did not in the 
leaft relieve the patient. For emetics and pur- 


gatives, which in this difeafe are remedies of the 


greateft confequence, he recommends tartar e- 
metic and the neutral purging falts. For cor- 
recting the tafte of bitter faline purges, he— 
propofes an addition of cream of tartar, lime- 
juice, or brandy. He 1s of opinion, that, in the 
putrid flux of warm climates, calomel is a very 
improper addition to any purgative. After re- 
peated trials, he alledges, that he has been able te 


reap very little advantage from ipecacoanha, and 


that he has frequently tried the extract of log- 


~wood and the fimarouba as aftringents, without 


any effect. Although the Peruvian bark be not 
fo great a {pecific in fluxes as in fevers, yet he is. 
of opinion, that it is pofleffed of virtues far fupe- 
ior to any other aftringent; and he tells us, 

that, in the putrid flux at Bengal, no medicine 
was attended with more wonderful effe&s. He 
recommends the fame diet in dyfentery, as he 
had formerly done in fever. But, when the dif- 
eafe has been of long continuance, or the pa- 
tient 
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tient in a convalefcent ftate, he advifes, that both 
ripe fruits and vegetable acids be ufed {paringly, © 
as by their laxative quality they are apt to bring 
on a return of the diforder. To illuftrate the 
method of treatment which is here propofed, a 
few cafes are fubjoined. | 
Dr Clark next prefents us with fone obferva- 
tions on the hepatitis, or difeafe of the liver, Of 
all the vifcera, the liver is moft fubject to difeafe 
in warm climates. As hepatitis fometimes at- 
tacks people in perfect health, and at other times 
is the confequence of preceding ficknefs, Dr 
Clark thinks, that it may with propriety be divi- 
ded into original and fymptomatic. After a fhort 
account of the fymptoms, he obferves, that, al- 
though in cold climates the cure be in general 
truited to plentiful bleeding, antiphlogiftic pur- 
gatives and blifters ; yet, in the Eaft Indies, this 
method has been found unfuccefsful. He tells 
us, that the moit experienced practitioners there 
prefcribe mercury, as an infalible remedy in this 
difeafe. With this view, it is both rubbed exter- 
nally upon the region of the liver, and given in- 
ternally in fuch dofes as to excite gentle faliva- 
tion. Our author puts great dependence upon 
this practice; but he is at the fame time of opi- 
nion, 
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COMMENTARIES. 15 


nion, that its fuccefs has been greatly exaggera- 
ted, and that it has often been employed where 
the difeafe would have yielded to more gentle re- 
medies. 

_ Six cafes onlv of original hepatitis fell under 
the author’s care: In five of thefe, mercury was 
employed with fuccefs ; and in one, the cure was 
completed by bleeding, purgatives, and a blifter. 
When the difeafe of the liver is the confequence 
of obftinate fevers and fluxes, he is of opinion, 
that mercury would be improper, and tells us, 
that every other method of cure will be found in- 
effetual. In confirmation of this opinion, he 
narrates three cafes, all of which terminated fa- 
tally. | 
He next treats of {curvy. The great hopes of © 
fuccefs, entertained from the malt-infufion re- 
commended by the ingenious Dr M‘Bride, indu- 
ced him to give it a fair and candid trial. But, 
from fix cafes which are fubjoined, it appears, 
that this remedy had no influence, either in re- 
moving the difeafe, or in checking its progrefs. 
He feems to have reaped greater benefit from Dr 
Silvefter’s antifcorbutic drink, which is made by 
boiling three ounces of crude white tartar, four 
ounces of juniper berries, two drams of ginger 

in 


2 
+: 
ak 
4 
ae 
>. 


r6 mM IC AL 

in powder, one dram of cloves in powder, and 
five pounds of coarfe fugar, in fix gallons of wa- 
ter. After boiling half an hour, the whole is 
poured into a tub, and allowed to ferment. It 
may be ufed as foon as the fermentation is be- 
gun, from one to three pints daily. He con- 
cludes this fubject, however, with obferving, 
that, without dry air, dry cloaths, and good nou- 
rifhment, every medicine tor fcurvy will be in- 


effectual. 


Rheumatifm, which is by no means a common 
-difeafe of warm. climates, fometimes attacks fea- 
men, from fleeping upon deck in night-dews, and 
at other times is the confequence of remitting 

fever or dyfentery. In the firit cafe, it 1s in ge-— 
neral acute, and, in the laft, it 1s always chronic. 
When fixed pains in the joints refifted every re- 
medy ufually employed in this difeafe, Dr Clark 
tells us, that they were totally and expeditioufly 
removed, by rubbing mercurial ointment upon 
the parts affected, and at the fame time giving 
the common mercurial pill internally. He advi- 
fes, however, that thefe medicines be laid afide 
before they produce falivation, as it in general 
renders the cure more incomplete. 
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In treating of the venereal difeafe, the author 
obferves, that mercury can be ufed with much 


lefs freedom in warm than in cold climates. He 


thinks that gonorrhoea may in general be cured | 
without it ; and, when it is employed in confirmed 
pox, he advifes, that it never be given in fuch © 


quantities as to excite falivation. For this reafon 
he directs that it fhould be begun in finall dozes ; 


that the patient be not expofed to the heat of the 
fun, but kept exceedingly cool ; and that neither 
flannel, nor any covering more than ordinary be 


This treatife is concluded with an appendix, 
containing fome obfervations on fea-provifions; 
on the regimen of the fick ; on the medicine- 
cheft ; and on the means of preferving the health 
of Europeans, upon their arrival at Bengal. He 
recommends, that the quantity of falted beef al- 


lowed to the common feamen fhould be dimi- 
nifhed, and that they fhould be allowed a fuffi- 


cient quantity of coarfe fugar and tea for break- 


faft. Headvifes, that at the Cape of Good Hope, 
Madeira, Johanna, or Madagafcar, where oranges - 
and lemons can be procured at a {mall expence, | 
a quantity of their juice fhould be preferved, by 
adding to it about.a fifth part of fpirits ; and that | 
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an allowance of this liquor fhould be ferved out 
to the fhip’s company, both at fea, and in thofe 
ports of India where vegetables are high-priced. 


In the regimen of the fick, he inculcates the 
—neceffity of a fettied allowance of wine. For o- 
ther articles of nourifhment, he recommends rice, 
favo, portable foup, and a few of the ufual dried 


fruits. 

With regard to the medicine-cheit, he ob- 
ferves, that none of the lifts which he has peru- 
fed, contain lefs than one hundred and fifty ar- 


ticles, many of which are fuperfluous, and others 
foon become ufelefs from keeping and a warm 
climate. He advifes, therefore, that many arti- 


cles, which ferve only to increafe the expence, 4 
-fhould be omitted ; and the quantity of others 
much augmented, particularly of Peruvian bark g 
and Glauber falts. He thinks, that there fhould sf 

be at leaft forty pounds of the former, and thir- 3 
ty pounds of the latter. 


Dr Clark obferves, that, of all the Englith fet- 
tlements in India, Bengal 1s the moft unhealthy. 
This, he thinks, is in a great meafure to be a- 
{cribed to the arrivals happening there, either du- 
ring the rainy months, or immediately before 

them. 
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COMMENTARIES. 


them. He therefore advifes thofe who mean to 
fettle at Bengal, to pals the months of july, Au- 
guft, and September, on the healthy coaft of 
Coromandel. He advifes, that the regiments at 
Bengal fhould be recruited with foldiers who a 
have fpent at leaft a twelvemonth at Madrafs. 
He concludes with obferving, that the moft ef- 
-fectual method of preferving the lives of feamen, 
who neceffarily be ftationed every year at 
Bengal during the fickly feafon, is by anchoring | 
the fhips at Cogeree, which he efteems the moft 
healthy {tation in the river; and by allowing the 


men a fufficient quantity of wine, when they are 
- brought low by difeate. 


‘ 


‘I. 


Differtatio medica inauguralis, de Opii Ufu in mor- 
bis inflammatoriis, auctore Roberto- Butler Rem- 
met, 8vo, Edinburgt. 


? 


S there are few medicines more ufeful than 
opium, fo there are few which, when im- 
properly exhibited, are attended with worfe con- 
fequences. To afcertain, therefore, the difeafes, 


| 
| 
iy, 
| 
ae 
chy 
* 
we 
‘ 
4, 
WwW 
£ 
ry > 
. 


| 


HTea 


in which it may be employed with advantage, is 
undoubtedly an objet of the greateft 
ance. 

‘The author of this fets out wih ob- 
ferving, that its ufe has been very generally con- — 


demned in all inflammatory difeafes: But that, 


in oppofition to this general opinion, ftands the 
experience of thofe eminent men, De Haen, 


Storck, and Huxham. Inftigated by thefe autho- 


rities, he propofes to confider, whether the com- 
mon prejudice be properly founded or not. In 


order to determine this queftion, he firft treats 
of the effects of opium upon the human body in 


a {tate of health; and then offers fome remarks 
on its ufe in inflammatory difeafes. 


With refpect to the effects of opium, he ob- 
ferves, that it at firft induces lerenity of mind; 
but dullnefs, and flownefs both of the pulfe and 
refpiration foon fucceed ; then follows a ileep to 
all appearance natural. He farther alledges, that 
it diminifhes animal heat, and all the fecretions 
and excretions from the body, perfpiration ex- 
cepted, which, on the contrary, it increafes, It 
likewife produces coftivenefs, and difturbs the 
functions of the ftomach. If it be taken ina 
large dofe, vomiting will often be produced ; 
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and if this do not happen when the quantity is very 
great, convulfions, and even death it felf, will be 
the confequence. 


Befides the effects above enumerated, which : 
Dr Remmet confiders as the only conftant ones 
arifing from opium, he allows that, on fome oc- 
cafions, it alfo induces chearfulnefs, an increafe of 
the venereal appetite, and an efflorefcence on the 
fkin. But thefe he regards merely as adventi- 
tious and fecondary fymptoms, fince they very 
feldom occur, and, when they do happen, feem 
only to be confequences from the primary effects 
mentioned above. The chearfulnefs and increa- 
fed venereal appetite, he refers to the ferenity of 
mind ; and the efflorefcence on the fkin, to the in- 
creafed per{piration. 


‘The effects of opium, he obferves, are evident 
affections of the nervous fyftem, fince they muf 
all be referred to the powers of fenfe and motion. 
As thefe are moft certainly diminifhed by opium, 
he concludes, that all its effects are to be explained 
from its fedative power. But here a queftion arifes, 
Whether it acts immediately upon the nervous 
fyftem, or affects it in a fecondary way only, by 
firft rarifying the blood? An argument, in favour 
of the firft fuppofition, has been drawn from the 
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difpofition which the blood of the Turks has to — 
flow more copioufly and readily from a wound, 


than that of any other nation. ‘This argument, 


however, the author rejects, becaufe he is of opi- 


nion, that this ftate of the blood, even allowing 
that it does exiit, muit be attributed to the viti- 


ated digeftion which fuccceds the long ufe of o- 


pium, as it never occurs till affections of the ali- 
mentary canal have been induced. He concludes, 
therefore, that this hypothefis is unfupported, and 


-feems fully convinced, that opium acts immedi- 
ately upon the nervous influence, from the fud- 
dennefs of its operation. All the effects it ex- 
-erts are, he obferves, frequently produced before 


it has been half an hour in the ftomach. And 
that they have even been finifhed before it left 
that organ, is evident, from an opium-pill being 
difcharged by vomiting, long after its operation 
had ceafed. 

The author, after a full confideration of the 
effects of opium, having thus endeavoured, both 
from reafon and experience, to deftroy every 
idea of its ftimulant power, and to prove, that its 
influence is purely fedative, proceeds, in the fe- 
cond part of his diflertation, to offer fome ree 
marks upon its ufe in inflammatory difeafes. 

That 
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That he may be better enabled to do fo, he fets 
out with inquiring into the fymptoms and caufes 
of inflammation. Thefe induce him to confider 


‘an increafed aétion of the veffels, attended with 


fpafm, as the proximate caufe of all inflammatory — 
difeafes, whether gencral or topical. But, before 
he adopts this conclufion, he thinks it neceflary 


to examine the opinion of Boerhaave, who re- 


ferred inflammation to obftru€tion proceeding 
from a lentor of the fluids. This opinion, how- 
ever, he rejects, fince the buffy coat upon the 
blood, which was confidered by Boerhaave as a 
demonftration of his lentor, {carcely appears in 
the firft days of any difeafe, and cannot be 
thought to produce that inflammation which 
happens in confequence of any mechanical injury. 
Befides thefe objections, he adduces the experi- 
ments of Mr Hewfon, from which it appears, 
that the buffy coat upon the blood proceeds ra- 
ther from tenuity than lentor. He farther ob- 
ferves, that obftruction alone is not capable of 
producing inflamination, fince ligatures upon ar- 
terics have no fuch effeat ; and {ince it is pro- 
ved, by the experiments of Dr Haller, that the 
motion of the blood in the extreme veffels is fo 
flow, that, if they be obftructed, it flows gently 
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back again to the firft anaftomofis, by which the 


circulation is completed. 


Having, for thefe reafons, relinquifhed the opi- 
nion of Boerhaave, he returns to his former fup- 
pofition, that inflammation depends upon an in- 

_ creafed action of the veflels, conjoined with fpafm. 
For the removal of thefe affections, he thinks 
that opium is well adapted, as he fuppofes it to 
poffefs a fedative powcr only, and to diminifh all 
the animal actions; particularly becaufe it dimi- 
nifhes animal heat, renders the pulfe flower, and 
promotes perfpiration, which are the changes 
phyficians in general wifh to induce, for the re- 
moval of inflammatory difeafes. He concludes, 
therefore, that, at leaft from reafoning @ priori, 
good effects may be expeéted from opium in 
thefe complaints. 

He next confiders, how far this opinion is fup- | 
ported by any other facts than thofe formerly 
mentioned from De Haen, Storck, and Hux- 
ham. He obferves, that Dr Lind gave opium 
with the beft fuccefs, even in the hot fit of inter- 
mittent fevers, when attended with all the fymp- 
toms of inflammation ; and that, in meafles and 
haemorrhages, which are both inflammatory af- 
fections, Dr Sydenham ufed it with equal free- 
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dom and advantage, From all that has been 
faid, therefore, Dr Remmett concludes, that it is 
at leaft probable, that opium is capable of doing 
ereat things in inflammatory difeafes. He al- 
lows, however, that a more certain determina- 
tion of this point can be obtained only by a cau- 

tious repetition of practical obfervations. 
Admitting that opium is proper in inflammato- 
ry difeafes, there are, however, fome particulars 
which claim attention in its ufe. This differta- 
tion, therefore, is concluded with fome cautions 
_refpecting its employment in thefe. Thefe cau- 
tions refer chiefly to its power of reftraining ex- 
cretions. 
His firft caution is againft coftivenefs, as, by fti- 
mulating the fyftem, it will have a tendency to 
increafe inflammation. With this view he re- 
commends clyfters, becaufe medicines taken by 
the mouth may difturb the ftomach, which in fe- 
brile complaints is frequently weak and irritable, 
and may interrupt the operation of the opium. 
This caution, he tells us, 1s to be obferved in all 
fevers, particularly in thofe in which either the 
alimentary canal itfelf or parts near it are affedt- 
ed with inflammation; becaufe, in thefe cafes, the 
ftimulus of the foeces will be particularly perni- 
cious ; 
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cious ; and clyfters will be ferviceable by acting 
as fomentations. 


In an inflammation of the bladder, the author 
cautions us again{t infenfibility of its neck; be- 
caufe, by this means, the ftimulus of the urine 
may not be perceived, and hence the bladder, 
from exceflive diftention, may become incapable 
of expelling the urine. In fuch cafes, he recom- © 
mends the ufe of the catheter, as occafion 


“may require, and the application of relaxant e- 


pithems to the os pubis. 

In peripneumony and pleurify, when opiates 
are employed, befides laxatives, he recommends 
alfo the ufe of expectorants ; becaufe fupprefled 
evacuation is very unfavourable in thefe difeafes, 
which are feldom removed without a coniiderable 


difcharge by the lungs. 


Doétor Remmet concludes with obferving, 
that opiates do not permanently fupprefs excre- 
tions, although they have that effect for fome 
time. Hence, from that circumftance at leaft, 
there is iefs reafon to dread their ufe in inflam- 
mations than might at firft be imagined. 


On 
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Til. 


Onthe Digeftion of the Stomach after Death. By 
John Hunter, fF. R. S. and Surgeon to St 
George’s Hbofpital. Vid. Philsfophical Tranj- 
actions, Vel. 62. 4to, London. 


N this differtation we are prefented with the ac-_ 
count of a fingular fact in the animal oecono- 
my, which throws confiderable light on the prin- 
ciples of digeftion. Mr Hunter informs us, that 
there are few dead bodies in which the ftomach, 
at its. great end, is not infome degree digefted. 
From this fact he draws feveral conclufions, which 
tend to overturn very generally received opinions, 
with regard to the diffolution of food in the fto- 
mach. 


The ingenious author of this paper fets out 
with obferving, that an accurate knowledge of | 
the ftate of the body in health, is the only foun- 
dation by which we can properly judge of it in 
difeafe. In order to judge accurately of the ap- 
pearance of dead bodies, it is neceffary to confi- 
der the changes which they undergo after death: 
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And thefe, he tells us, have never been fuffici- 
ently attended to. By this means, appearances dd 
which are natural may be fuppofed to have arifen 
from difeafe, and parts really difeafed may be « 
miftaken for the natural ftate. 
Digeftion, he obferves, can neither be reckon- 

ed a procefs of the living nor of thedeadbody; = 

- becaufe, although its caufe arifes from life, yet it 
can be continued after death. It may, therefore, 
he thinks, be juftly efteemed a cafe of a mixed 
nature. He obferves, that there are many pow- 
ers in nature, which the living principle cannot 
—enabie the animal matter, with which it is con- 
joined, to refift ; but that there are others, againft 4 
which it is able to preferve the fubftance it inha- 7 
bits, and to prevent that diffolution which would 
otherwife enfue. Of this laft kind is digeftion. 4 
To prove this, he obferves that animals, or parts a 
of animals, poffeffed of the living principle, when 4 
taken into the ftomach, are not in the leaft af- 4 
fected by the powers of that vifcus. Hence it is 
that animals of various kinds live in the ftomach, 
or are even hatched and bred there; but, the 
: moment that any of them lofe the living prin- 
ciple, they become fubjeé to the digeftive power 

ef the ftomach, | 
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From thefe obfervations, Mr Hunter accounts 
for the appearance mentioned in the beginning 
of this paper, the diffolution or digeftion of the © 


{tomach at its great extremity, which he has fre- 


quently obferved upon diffeétion. That fuch an 


effe&t really does take place is, fays he, fufficiently 


proved, from comparing the inner furface of the 
great end of the ftomach with any other part of 
itsinner furface. 


| Thefe appearances, he at firft imagined, might 
be produced during life, and might be the caufe 
of death. But, upon finding that they had no 


connection with the fymptoms of the difeafe, and 


that they were chiefly found in thofe who died 
fuddenly, in confequence of hanging, or other. 


violent caufes, he was obliged to defert this fup- 


pofition. Being, however, employed ina courfe 


of experiments concerning digeftion, and obfer- 


ving the fimilarity between the half-diffolved parts 
of the ftomach and half-digefted food, he was en- 
abled to account for the phaenomencn in a more 


fatisfattory manner. It occurred to him, that it 


was to be afcribed to the procefs of digeftion go- 
ing on after death, asthe ftomach, then deprived 
of the living princip!e, was no longer able to re- 
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-fift the power of that menftruum which it had it- 
felf formed for the digeftion of its contents. 


In this opinion he was confirmed, from obfer- 
ving what happens in the ftomachs of fifhes. All 
theie animals die of violent deaths, and may be 
faid to die in perfect health, with their ftomachs 
in general full. In them the progrefs of dige- _ : 
ftion is diftingtly marked, as they frequently | 


fwallow, without maftication, fifh which are lar- 
ger than the digefting part of their ftomachs can | 
contain. In fuch cafes, there are many inftances 
where the part of the fwallowed fifh, which is 
lodged in the digefting part of the ftomach, is. 
more or lefs difiolved, while that part which re. 
mains in the oefophagus is perfe@ly found: And 
in thefe cafes, as well as in the human body, the 
cigeiting part of the ftomach is often reduced to 
the fame {tate as the digefted part of the food. 


‘Thefe appearances, Mr Hunter imagines, throw 
confiderabie light upon the procefs of digeftion. 
They fhow, that it is not effected by a mechanical 
power, by contractions of the ftomach, or 
heat. ‘They prove, that fomething, fecreted in 
the coats of the ftomach, is thrown into its cavity, 
and there animalizes the food, or afiimilates it to 
the nature of, the blood. 
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IV. 


A Letter from Richard Pulteney, M. D. F. R. S. 
to William Watfon, M. D. F. R. S. concerning 
the medicinal Effects of a poifonous Plant exhi- 
bited inftead of Water-parfnep. Vid. Philofo- 

phical Tranfactions, vol. 62. 4to, London. 


N this letter we are prefented with an account 
of very beneficial effects reaped from a plant 
which has hitherto been very little, if at all, ufed 
in the praétice of phyfic. This plant Dr Pul- 
teney fuppofes to have been the Oenanthe crocata 


of Linnacus, which is in general known by the 
Englifh name of Hemlock-dropwort. 


The cafe in which he had an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with its ufe, was that of a 
man, who, from the age of fifteen till he arrived 
at forty, was affected with a moft violent cutane- 
ous eruption. With a view to remove it, many 

remedies, prefcribed by regular phyficians, and 
“not a few of the boafted arcana of empyrics, were 
= employed without any advantage. _ At length his 
_ diforder increafed very rapidly. Befides the far- 
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ther {preading of the eruption, the integuments 
of his legs thickened much, and the limbs fwelled 
to fuch a degree as to render him unable to walk. 
While the quantity of brawny feurf and feales 
thrown off, was fo great, that handfuls of it might 
have been taken out of his bed every morning. 
In this unhappy fituation, it was recom- 
mended to him to take every morning, when 


fafting, a table-fpoonful of the juice of water- 


parfnep, mixed with two fpoonfuls of white 
wine: And the perfon who recommended this 


remedy procured him about half a pint of 


what he faid was the juice of water-parfnep. 
The firft dofe produced fuch vertigo, ficknefs, vo- 
miting, cold {weats, and continued rigour, 
that it had almoft proved fatal. So ftrong, how- 
ever, was his defire of relief, that, with the inter- 
miffion of one day, he repeated it in nearly the 
fame dofe. It was followed by the fame ficknefs 
and vomiting as before, but the fucceeding rigour 
was by no means fo violent. He was obliged, 
therefore, gradually.to reduce his dofe to about 
half the quantity he had taken at firft. 


Before he had taken this juice a month, he was 
fenfible of a very great change for the better; 
and, by perfifting in it for fome time longer, his 
fymptoms were almolt entirely removed. It 

deferves 


= 
4 
$4 
| 
4 
4 
| 
3 
; 
4 
i 
2 
| 
z 
j 
| 
4 
| 
t 


COMMENTARIES, 33 


deferves to be remarked, that this juice never 


purged him, although, even in its reduced dofe, 


it never failed to occafion vertigo, naufea, and fick- 


~ nefs, which were foon relieved, if vomiting fuper- 


veened, After he had thus far recovered, he de- 


fifted from the juice of the plant; but, in its 


ftead, he drank every morning for breakfaft an 
infufion of the leaves. ‘This infufion neither ex- 


cited naufea nor ficknefs, but always brought on 


a flight degree of vertigo. The only fenfible o- 
pefation he could obferve from this plant was, 
that it produced an increafed flow of urine, in 
which there was a copious fediment. 


Dr Pulteney concluded, that the plant which 
was employed i in this cafe could not be the water- _ 
parfnep, which is a fafe and harmlefs vegetable, 


He imagined it probable that the oenanthe cro- 


cata, which is very common in that part of the 
country, had been ufed in its ftead. In this fuf- 
picion he was confirmed, from getting a fpecimen 
of the plant which had been ufed; and, upon 


- farther inquiry, he found that it was the juice of 


the root that had been adminiftered, and not of 
the leaves and ftalks. | 


VoL. Il. D. Frid: 
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V. 


D. Frid. Aug. Cartheufer, De acido Salis fedativi 
Boracis Obfervatio. Vid. AGa Philofophica 
“Medica Societatis Academicae Scientiarum Prin- 
cipalis Haffiacae. 4to, Gieflae Cattorum. 


Hemifts in general allow, that we are yet 
much in the dark with regard to the nature 


of Borax ; and, indeed, the diverfity of opinions 


which are entertained concerning ityis a fufficient 
proof of the juftice of this affertion. In the pa- 
per now before us, Mr Cartheufer fets out with 
fome remarks upon the fentiments of others con- 
cerning this falt, and concludes with offering his’ 
own opinion upon the fubject. — 

He thinks, that thofe chemifts have erred 
widely, who, with the celebrated Modell of Pe- 
terfburgh, have fuppofed borax to be a refrac- 
tory alkali; and that they have come nearer the 
truth who fuppofe it a compound of an acid and 
fome other peculiar principle, either earthy or fa- 
line. It is, however, he obferves, a queftion as 
yet by no means determined, to which clafs of a- 
cids that which enters borax is to be referred. 

Baron 
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Baron d’Henoville of Paris has fuppofed that it 
is a vitriolic acid; and this conclufion he has © 
endeavoured to fupport by the two following ar- 
cuments: 1ft, Becaufe the acid, when it enters 
the compofition of the fedative falt prepared from 
borax, cannot be difplaced by any other. And, 
edly, Becaufe, when fedatiye falt is added to nitre 

in a ftate of folution, it expels the nitrous acid in 
the form of red fumes, and then unites with the 
remaining alcaline part of the nitre, in the fame 


manner as a concentrated vitriolic acid would 
do. | 


On the contrary, the author of this paper en- 
deavours to prove, that the acid of fedative falt is 
to be efteemed rather of the muriatic than of the 
vitriolic kind. . This opinion he was firft inclined 


to adopt from the following experiment. He put 


a quantity of very pure fedative falt into a proper 
glafs veffel, which he placed in a moderate fand- 
heat. As the heat was gentle, it was not vitri- 
fied, but was gradually converted into a powder, 
Upon this powder, while yet warm, he poured 
fome cold water, which diflolved the greateft part — 
of it, a {mall portion only, of a grayifh-coloured 
earth, falling to the bottom. He obferved that, 
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during the folution, an odour; refembling that of 


faffron, fenfibly arofe. 
He then feparated the snceboeil earth by 


filtration, evaporated the clear folution, and fub- 


je€ted to the fame procefs as before the fedative 
falt which he obtained by this evaporation. This 
proceis he repeated till all the falt was converted 
into a gray-coloured earth; and he particularly 


remarked, that, upon every folution, an odour, — 
refembling faffron, could be manifeftly diftin- 


guifhed. This odour, however, has been confi- 
dered by all chemifts as a certain mark of the 
prefence of muriatic acid, which is proved by the 
odour which is emitted, when a few drops of 
Glauber’s fpirit of falt are added to water. From 
this experiment, therefore, he concluded, that 


fedative falt does contain a muriatic acid; and — 


he was ftill farther confirmed in his opinion by 
the following experiment. 


He divided the grayifh-coloured earth, obtain- 


ed from the folution of the calcined fedative falt, 


into two equal parts. ‘To the one half he added 
the vitriolic, and to the other the muriatic acid. 
The powder was diffolved by both acids without 
any fenfible. effervefcence. The portion to which 
the vitriolic acid was added yielded, upon evapo- 

ration, 
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ration, fuch a felenites as is obtained by the con- 
junction of that acid with calcareous earths. But 
the folution with the muriatic acid yielded a falt 
in every refpeét refembling fedative falt. The 
only difference feemed to be, that it was lefs fharp 
tafted, and lefs eafily foluble in water. From this 


regeneration of fedative falt, Mr Cartheufer con- 


cludes, that it is unqueftionably formed of the 


muriatic acid, united with a peculiar earth. 


Concerning the nature of this earth he obferves, 
that nothing certain can-be affirmed. He thinks 
it improbable. that it is a calcareous earth, becaufe 
the muriatic acid, united with that earth, forms a 
mafs which fuffers diliquefcence in the open air, 
and is in other refpects very different from feda- 
tive falt. Befides this, the want of effervefcence, 
upon the addition ef muriatic acid to the earth of 
borax, is another ftrong objection to that fuppo- 
fition. He concludes with obferving, that an in- 
quiry into the nature of this earth is certainly an 
object of great importance ; becaufe, were it 
known, fedative falt, and, of courfe, by the ad- 
dition of fixed foffile-alkali, borax might be arti- 
ficially prepared ; a difcovery which would be no 
lefs important to the public, than lucrative to the 
inventor. 
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De Laefione Cranii enormi nona tandem 
lethifera egit D.Phil. Dav. Bufch. Vid. Ada 


Philofophica-medica Societatis Academicae Scien- 
tiarum Principalis Haffiacae. 4to, Gieflae 
Cattorum. 


| AILY experience, as well as the univerfal 
confent of furgeons, fuffciently prove, that 

| | there are ftriking peculiarities with regard to 

i } wounds of the head. Often it happens, that, 

I | where they have all the appearance of being very 

- e flight, they fuddenly prove fatal. While, on the 
Bi | contrary, the moft material injuries will frequently 

fubfiit for a very confiderable time, without produ- 

‘cing great difturbance. Of this the following cafe 
is a very remarkable example. 


= 


A peafant received a violent blow on the left 

os bregmatis, by a piece of wood, armed with iron, 
‘falling upon his head from a confiderable height. 
He immediately fell to the ground, deprived of 
all his fenfes; but, in a fhort time, he recovered 
all his faculties, except the ufe of his right arm 
and leg. In eight Says, nothing remained but a 
‘flight 
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flight pally in his hand, and, in a hort time after, 
this alfo was reftored, fo that he was ableeto go 


about his ufual occupation as formerly. 


Vive weeks after this accident happened, a new. 
fet of fymptoms occurred. He complained of 
weaknefs, lofs of appetite, a fenfe of weight in his 
head, and was unable to give diftinct anfwers to 
any queftions. Thefe fymptoms daily increafed; 
fever fuperveened; and he died at the end of the 
ninth week after he had received-the blow. 


Upon the diffection of his body after death, it 
was matter of aftonifhment to every body that _ 
any one could live fo long, with almoft no incon- 
venience, after his head had fuffered fuch an in- 
jury. At the time of the diffeftion, the wound 
in the integuments was perfeétly cicatrized ; but, 
upon reaching the bone, there appeared a very 
large fra€ture, and a depreffion of about two 
inches in diameter, near the fagittal future. Un- 
der the depreffion there was found an abfcefs in 
the brain, containing about fix ounces of pus, 
and the left anterior ventricle was found filled 

with turbid ferum. 

Viewing the fuppuration in the brain as the 
‘immediate caufe of death, the author obferves, 
that it was undoubtedly to be afcribed to the de- 
C4  preffion, 
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preffion, which might have been removed by 
timely affiftance. Hence he concludes, that the - 
abfence of threatening fymptoms for.even a very 


>. 


a _ confiderable time is no reafon why injuries 
| . which can be reétified by the power of art fhould 
be neglected. 

ait 
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De Femore introrfum luxato, ef ufque repofitione, dtffe- 


| 
: ruit D. Chriftoph. Ludovicus Nebel. Vid. Ada 
P hilofophico-médica Societatis Academicae Scten- 
tiarum Principalis Haffiacae. 4to, Gieflae Cat-. 
Bi author of this differtation fets out with 
T obferving, that all who are converfant 
Bi | in furgery agree, that the os femoris is difficultly 
, i i luxated. Many eminent furgeons have even ven- 
| | i tured to affert, that greater force is required to 
| Ht produce luxation here, than to break the bone. 
| i There are, however, upon record, inftances of 
Bi fuch luxations; and our author’s own obfervati- 
Bil on has ferved to convince him of it. In treating 
of this fubject, he firft produces fome examples 
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it Fron the writings of others, 

) afign the reafon on which it depends; and then 

fubjoins an account of what he has feen with re- 

to it, and of the method of cure’ which he 
has found moft fuccefsful. 


The inftances which he mentions are chiefly 
taken from the public tranfactions of Berlin and 
Gottingen, and from the Edinburgh Effays. Af- 
ter pointing out the difficulties which muft be o- © 
vercome before this bone can be luxated out- © 
wards, he obferves, that luxation inwards may 
be much more eafily effeGted. The acetabulum 
of the os innominatum, which, at that place, is 
not fo high as at any other part of the articulati- 
on, is hollowed out ; and here the head of the os 
femoris is confined bya ligament only. Altho’, 
| 


therefore, he had at firft adopted the opinion of 
fome others, that fracture would happen here 
fooner than luxation, yet, from thefe circumftan- 
ces, together with what he obferved in reality to 
happen, he was induced to change his opinion. 


The firft, and principal cafe, which Mr Nebel 
here mentions, is that of a robuft villager, who 
accidentally fell over a bridge upon hard ftonny 
ground. Upon examining his thigh, which was 
at firft fuppofed to be fractured, he found it to 
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be an evident luxation. In the reduétion, he was 
obliged to have recourfe to more violent exten- 
fion than is neceffary in other luxations. But 
the extenfion being made, the head of che bone © 
was eafily conducted into the focket, which 
it entered with a noife loud enough to be heard 
by all the byftanders. After this, the pains, 
which had before been intolerable, gradually a- 


bated, and the patient in a few days was able to 
~walk with the afliftance of a ftaff. 


_ Another cafe which he mentions is, that of a 
lady, who, in confequence of a fall, was affected 
with violent pain in the inguinal region of the 
eft fide. A furgeon who was called to her af- 
fiftance, fufpecting no luxation, trufted the cure 
to rubbing the part with camphorated fpirit of 
wine. But, as this method did not fucceed, Mr 
Nebel’s affiftance was afked, about three weeks 
after the accident happened. Upon examinati- 
‘on, he found an evident luxation ; the head of the 
os femoris being lodged in the foramen ovale of 
the os innominatum. In this cafe, after trying 
every method, he found it impoflible to introduce 
the head of the bone fully into the focket, which 
he fufpeéted to have been by this time filled with 
fome ferous coagulum. He concludes, therefore, 
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with obferving, that, in this cafe of luxation, it is 
particularly neceflary, that the reduction be {pee- 
dily attempted. 


ProlapfumU tert Inciftone curatum enarravitD.1.P.. 
Berchelmann. Vid. Ada Philofophico-medica 
Societatis Academicae Scientiarum Principalis 
Haffiacae. 4to, Gieflae Cattorumn. 


Practice no lefs courageous than uncommon, 
feems to have given rife to the differtation 
now before us. A woman of fingular forti-— 
tude, about fifty years of age, was much afflid- 


ed with prolapfus uteri. After trying many re- 


medies in vain, and being tired out with the con- 
tinuance of her complaint, fhe at length cut into 
the fubftance of the uterus with a common kit- 
chen-knife., A confiderable haemorrhage en- © 
fued; after which the uterus gradually contratt- 
ed, and fhe had neither a return of the prolapfus, 
nor was fhe afflicted with any other fymptom. 
Having boafted of her fuccefs, many women in 
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_ the neighbourhood affliéed with the fame com- 


plaint, applied for her affittance, and by a fimi- 
lar operation were effectually cured. 


In this paper, Mr Berchelmann propofes to 


-confider, how far the method of cure mentioned 


above may be applied to every cafe of prolapfus, 
either of the uterus or vagina. The common — 
practice in both cafes, he obferves, is, firft to re- 
duce them, and afterwards to keep them in their 
place by proper contrivances. Thefe however, 
in moft cafes, ferve rather to palliate than to re- 


‘move the complaint, as they muft in general be 


perfifted in through life. If, therefore, this me- 
thod of cure fhould prove radical, he is of opini- 


on, that it would be a moft valuable difcovery ; 
and, on that account, he propofes to offer fome 
obfervations, firft, upon the incifion of the ute- 


rus, and then, upon the fcarification of the vagi- 
na, when either of them fuffer a prolapfus. — 

He fets out with fome obfervations on the na- 
ture of the uterus. Anatomifts, he tells us, have 
demonttrated, that it confifts of membranes and 
flefhy fibres, fupplied with numerous veffels. 
From confidering the manner in which it is con- 


nected with the neighbouring parts, it would fcarce 


feem credible, that a prolapfus could happen. 
Such 
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Such a difeafe, however, is well known to occur, 
not only with married women, but even with . 
virgins. This, he obferves, can happen only in 
confequence of its fubftance fuffering expanfion 
and relaxation. To corroborate which it may be 
remarked, that the uterus is capable of fuffering 
greater expanfion than any other part of the body. 
It comes, therefore, to be a queftion, whether, by 
means of incifion, this uncommon laxity happen- 
ing to the uterus can be correéted? 


That, upon an incifion of the uterus, fuch an 
effect will happen, Mr Berchelmann thinks is ve- 
ry evident. The wounded veffels will pour forth 
their contents, and, by this means, latitude will 
be afforded for contraction, which will happen 
both to the blood-veffels and to the fubftance of 
the uterus itfelf, in confequence of the ftimulus 
from the cutting inftrument. Nor is there, in his 
opinion, any reafon in this cafe, to apprehend 
danger from the wound, as, from the contraction 
of the uterus, its edges will be clofely applied to 
each other, and the external air will have no ac- 
cefs to it. He allows, however, that this method 
of cure will have no effeét when prolapfus hap- 
pens merely in confequence of laxity in the liga- 
ments, as the difeafed part is then out of reach, 
and will not be affected by a wound given to that 


which is found. 
After 
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_ putiuin, the other of the nymphae, in which it 
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After thefe obfervations on prolapfus uteri, 
‘ftriGly fo called, the author obferves, that the § 
-prolapfus vaginae is a much more frequent dif- . 
eafe: To determine the propriety of incifion 
in the cure of it, the nature of the vagina mutt 
alfo be confidered. Anatomitts agree, that it is 
-copioufly fupplied with blood-veflels ; that it is 
more membranous than the uterus; and, from 
its numerous nerves, more exquifitely fenfible. 
Taking it for granted, therefore, that, in this cafe 
as well as the former, prolapfus proceeds from re- 
laxation, incifion will here be ufeful upon the | 
fame principles. And this method of cure he 
thinks fuperior to what is in general recom- 


mended; becaufe it has a better chance of pro- 
ving radical. 


Having thus confidered the advantages which 
may be fuppofed to arife from incifion, he con- 
cludes with fome obfervations tending to thew, 


that they may with lefs danger be obtained from 
{carification. In proof of this, he adduces two 


cafes of hydropic tumours, the one of the prae- 


proved fuccefsful. As in thefe cafes it had a good 

effect, he thinks there can be little doubt that it 
will be attended with {till greater advantage ina 

difeafe 
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difeafe of a membranous and “flefhy part, pro- 
ceeding intirely from relaxation. This opinion, 
however, he refers to the determination of thefe 


two great criterions which fhould regulate the — 


judgement of all Reafon and Experi- 
ence. 


IX. 


De Curatione egit D. Carolus Strack, 
M. D. &c. Vid. Aé&ta Philofo phico-medica So- 
cietatis Academicae Scientiarum Princpalis Haf- 

fiacae. 4to, Gieflae Cattorum. 


HE Siciinniey as well as the obftinacy of 
i the rickets, render it a matter of great im- 

portance, that practitioners fhould be acquainted 
with a fuccefsful method of cure. To deliver 
-fuch is the intention of the author of this paper. 
This difeafe, he tells us, in general begins with 
children, when they are about fixteen montks old. 
It is feldom obferved with children before 
they be one year old, and feldom attacks them 
after they pafstwo: And it is very generally 
worle 
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worfe where it begins early, than where it begins 
late. 
For effecting a cure, it is, he tells us, a matter of 
the utmofl confequence to be able to diftinguith, 
very early, whether a child will be afflided with 
rickets or not. And this he affures us may be de- 
termined by the following fymptoms ; palenefs 
and {welling of the countenance, and in that part 
| of the cheeks which fhould naturally be red, a 
| i S yellow colour, approaching to that of fulphur. 
; When that is the cafe, he dire€ts, that a medicine 
| : fhould be immediately had recourfe to, which will 
uz | retard the further progrefs of the difeafe, and 
a | remove what has already taken place. For this 
purpofe, he advifes, that five grains of the filings 
of iron, and as much rhubarb, fhould be rubbed 
| up with ten grains of fugar, and given for a doze 
a every morning faiting, and every evening an 
hour before fupper. But, if confiderable loofe- 
nefs fhould be produced, it will be neceflary at 
firft, to perfift in the ufe of one doze only, every 
day. 


After a month’s continuance in this courfe, 
; according to our author, there in general enfues 
| a keen appetite for food, quick digeftion, and a 
| - copious flow of urine; by means of which, the 

fullnefs 
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fulnefs of the face and yeliownefs of the com- 
plexion are by degrees removed, and the natural 
colour of the countenance, and firmnefs of the 
body in general, are gradually reftored. This _ 
practice, he affures us, has never failed of fuccefs 
in any one inftance, not even in thofe children 
born of parents greatly affli&ed with the rickets. 


X. 


Medical Confultations on various Difeafes, publifbed 
from the Letters of Thomas Thompfon, M. D. 
Phyfician to his late Royal Highnefs Frederick 
Prince of Wales. 8vo, London. 


N this treatife, we are prefented with Dr : 
Thompfon’s opinion concerning feventy-three 
cafes on which he was confulted; and with the 
method of treatment which he propofed in each, 
- Without attempting to give a particular account 
of every one of thefe, we hall prefent our readers 
with fome practical remarks from what appear to 
_ us to be the moft interefting. : 


Vou. I. “The 
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UTC 
The firft is the cafe of a lady affected with vo- 


miting, under which fhe had laboured for feveral 
months, throwing up all her food within two or 
‘three minutes after eating it. As fhe was at that 
time giving fuck, Dr Thompfon imagined her © 
difeafe to arife from debility of the ftomach, 
which, he fays, is often the confequence of nur- 
fing. He directed her to ufe a vinous infufion 
of Peruvian bark, to which was added a propor- 
tion of fteel-wine. By a courfe of this, in the 
{pace of two months, her complaints were entirely 
removed. 


| 

| 
| In the 8th, rath, rsth, 3ift, 37th, and 6oth 
i  confultations, the author gives directions with re- 
f | gard to intermittent fevers. As prophyla¢tics in 
intermittents, he recommends a dry fituation, 
1 , light nourifhing diet, moderate ufe of wine, the 
frequent ufe of the flefh-brufh, gentle ftomachic 
| purgatives, a glafs of tincture of bark every mor- 


ning efpecially in damp weather, and. daily ex- 
-ercife on horfe-back. 


’ 


In obftinate agues, aeinedeite in quartans, he 
fufpects fixed vifceral ob{tructions. For the re- 


~ 4 2 


moval of thefe, he recommends calomel, which, 


he affures us, he has frequently known attended 
with the belt effects. 
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By putting a ftop to intermittents prematurely, 
a variety of fymptoms are frequently produced. 
As thefe are moft eafily removed by a return of 
the paroxyfms, he recommends that nature fhould _ 
be imitated as nearly as poflible. This, he tells 
us, may be conveniently done, by making ufe of 


the cold bath, and afterwards rubbing the body 


for fome time with a towel. 


In the 9th, 22d, and 28th confultations, he 


treats of obftruéted menfes. In the firft and laft 


of thefe cafes, a variety of fymptoms had been 


induced, in confequence of obftructed menfes, 


fuch as headachs, pains in the back and belly, 
fpafins, and fometimes convulfions. As both pa- 
tients were young and plethoric, he recommend- 
ed bleeding, the ufe of the pediluvium and femi- 
cupium, together with gentlecathartics, and emol- 
lient injections with laudanum. From the ufe of 
thefe, the author tells us, that, in many fimilar 
cafes, he has found the greateft advantages, efpe- 
cially when the difeafe has been fuppofed to pro- 
ceed from a preternatural rigidity of the uterine 
veflels. In the 22d cafe, the fymptoms in- 
duced were of the hyfterical kind, and the pa- 
tient was of a full, but flaccid habit of body. The 
menfes, for five months, had: appeared in lefs 
D2 quantities, 
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quantities, and at more irregular periods than 
ufual, A courfe of bitters, and aloetic purgatives 
were recommended, together with exercife on 
horfe-back, and a proper diet. We are infor- 
med, that, foon after this plan was begun, the cata- 


menia returned to their ufual courfe, and all the | 


fymptoms difappeared. 


The 23d and 72d confultations refpect palfy. 
‘The firft treats of a palfy of the arm, which 
feemed to be the confequence of the retroceffion 
of an eruption, to which the patient for a confi- 


derable time had been fubje@t. In this cafe, 


warm ftimulating medicines were made ufe of, 
together with invigorating cordial medicines in- 


wardly, but with no advantage. At length, how- - 


ever, a cure was brought about, by the applica- 
tion of blifters to the affected part. The other is 
a cafe of palfy of the tongue, in a full plethoric 
habit. There blood-letting was prefcribed, with 
laxative injections, and purgatives inwardly ; a 

_ blifter was applied to the nape of the neck, and 
the patient was direéted to make ufe of the fol- 
lowing medicine, as a gargle: 3. Sem. Sinap. 
cont. 3i. Vini alb. it, i. infunde frigide , et cola- 
turae adde Spt. Lavend. comp. 3ii. Of the e- 
vent of this cafe we are not informed. 


In. 


2 
t 
Be 
BL 3 
af 
A 2 
ABE 
we 
peep 
| 
‘, 
q 
7° 
4 
4 
: 
tha 
a 
Bos 
3 
brs 
| 
|| 
me 
‘at 
4 
: 
a 


COMMENTARIES. 53 


‘In the 2oth confultation, the author gives his 
opinion ‘with regard to a periodical cfllorefcence 
on the arm of a young girl, which always began 


to appear about a week before the return of her 


monthly evacuation, and to difappear in the tame 


‘manner again as that declined. In this cafe, a- 


ftringents and repellents had been recommended ; 
but of thefe Dr Thompfon abfolutely forbad the 
ufe. As the patient was of a plethoric habit, he - 
advifed venefection in the feet. By means of 
this remedy alone, the complaints were prevent- 
ed from ever arifing to their former height. 

The fubject-of the 36th confultation is a tym- 
pany, which feemed to be the confequence of ex- 
hibiting Peruvian bark too early in an intermit- 
tent fever. This, according to our author, fre- 
quently happens, when the bark has been given 
without premifing proper evacuations. A cure 
was effected by the ufe of rhubarb as a laxative, © 
and of a powder compofed of ginger,nutmeg, and 
calamus aromaticus, as a carminative. Chalybeat 
water was afterwards prefcribed, in order to pre- 
vent a return of the difeafe. 


The 43d cafe is a leprous eruption of the 
face, which at firft was of a red colour, and af- 
terwards fcaled off like bran. The author here 
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ordered ge or four fpoonfuls of the juice-of 
fumitory to be taken every day; and this, 
he informs us, is a remedy by which many 


eruptions of that kind have been cured, when 
mercury, antimonials, and every thing elfe had 


failed. 


In the 47th and 54th cafes, the author gives 
his opinion with regard to afthma. In the humo- 
ral afthma, he recommends {quill pills and aloetic 


purgatives, with a view to prevent coftivenefs and 


flatulence. But he is of opinion, that, in the 
dry fpafmodic afthma, all pectorals of the deter- 
gent kind do mifchief. In place of them, he re- 


commends affa-foetida, with opium, blifters, and 
the pediluvium, with a view to relieve the prefent — 


fit. And, in order to prevent a return, he ad- 


vifes the ufe of the Peruvian bark, chalybeats, 


exercife, and a ftrengthening dict. 


‘The 53d cafe treats of the childbed-fever. 
This our author confiders as a primary difeafe, 
and not a fecondary one, as fome have imagined 
it to be. He is of opinion, that its principal feat 
is about the region of the uterus. In order to 
fhorten the rigour with which it is always intro- 
duced, he advifes the free ufe of diluting liquors, 
with gentle diaphoretics. When the hot fit ar- 
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sives, he prefcribes emollient injections, with a 

folution of tartar emetic, to cleanfe the primae 

viae, upon the proper performance of which, he 

is of opinion, that the cure ina great meafure de- 
pends. He likewife advifes the faline draughts 
during the whole courfe of the difeafe, with a few 
grains of rhubarb towards the end. The pro- 

| priety of blood-letting, he obferves, depends en- 

tirely upon the fymptoms of the cafe. For, as 

the difeafe is fometimes of the inflammatory, 

_  fometimes of the putrid kind, the effects of that _ 
evacuation mult vary accordingly. 


The 6 ift confultation contains 2 memorial of 
the means for preventing abortion. He obferves, 
| that the caufes which in general produce abortion, 
before the end of the fourth month of pregnancy, 
are vomitings, longings, and faintings. To 
remove the firft of thefe, he recommends 
blood-letting, the faline julep, gentle laxatives, 
and opiates. “He advifes, that longings fhould 
always be gratified, when it can conveniently be 
done. And faintings, during pregnancy, are, he 
tells us, to be treated in the fame manner as if 
they had fuperveened in any other fituation, 
After the end of the fourth month, abortion is 
moft frequently induced from a continuance of 
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the vomiting ; a difficulty of breathing ; a violent 
cough, or floodings. Thefe complaints are chief- 
ly to be relieved by blood-letting and reft; and, 
for the cough, may be given fpermaceti, honey, 
infufions of lint-feed, and the like. Coftivenefs 
is frequently troublefome in the end of pregnan- 
cy, and fometimes not to be overcome even by 
laxatives. In thefe cafes, he recommends lubri- 
cating clyfters and blood-letting, with a view to 
prevent inflammation of the bowels. When, 
notwithftanding other remedies, floodings conti- 
nue fo violent, that the patient’s life comes to be 
in danger, he advifes, that the delivery of the wo- 
man be immediately attempted. 

In the 73d cafe, the author gives inftruétions 
with regard to vertigo. As the patient about 
whom he was confulted was plethoric, he direéted 
blood-letting, arid afterwards 4 vomit, and leni- 
ent purgatives. He advifed likewife a blifter to 
the neck, and cephalic remedies, fuch as rue, va- 
lerian, and peony. He at the fame time ordered 
that the patient fhould fleep with his head ele- 
vated, and that he fhould abftain from a full in- 
vigorating diet. | 


Obfervations 
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Al. 


Obfervations on Epidemic Diforders, with Remarks 
on Nervous and Malignant Fevers, by James 
‘Sims, M. D. 8vo, London. 


HE declared intention of this work, as the 
author informs us in his preface, is to re- 
cover the old traét of careful obfervation, and to 


induce practitioners diligently to attend to nature 


in varying the phaenomena of difeafes. From 
this ufeful path, he apprehends, that the genera- 
lity of writers, fince the days of Sydenham, have 
widely deviated. Either, running into the regions 

of fancy, they have entirely loft fight of Nature, 
and fallen into the errors of artificial arrangement ; 


_or allowing themfelves to be feduced by the fpe- 


cious appearance of inductive reafoning, they have 
employed their ingenuity in. framing fets of expe- 
riments, plaufible indeed and amufing, but ab- 
folutely fruitlefs and inapplicable to the purpofes 
of medicine, in the cure of difeafes. 


In imitation of Sydenham, Dr Sime sient to 
defcribe difeafes and their treatment, as they oc- 


curred to him in certain tcafons 5 or to delineate 


particular 
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particular epidemical conftitutions, during the 
courfe of which, certain circumftances of connec- 
tion and fimilarity appear to have taken place a- 
mong difeafes, which at other times are not 
fo obfervable and fteady. 


The work is divided into fix chapters. The 
firft, which may be confidered as an introduétory 
one, contains a few general remarks on epidemi- 
cal diforders, together with a fhort defcription of 
the county of Tyrone in Ireland, where the ob- | 
fervations here recorded were made. To thefe is 
added a brief account of the weather and difeafes 
there from the year 1751, to the end of 1764. 


In the four fubfequent chapters, we have a par- 
ticular detail-of four remarkable epidemical con- 
ftitutions, as they occurred to the author, ina 
courfe of practice, during a period of about feven 
years and a half. The diforders which predo- 
minated, during the firft conftitution, were pete- 
chial fevers, phrenitis, bilious diforders, hepatitis, 
{mall-pox, inflammatory affections of the thoracic 
vifcera, meafles, eryfipelas, and a bever of a pecu- 


liartype. 
With regard to the petechial fevers, the author 
obferved with furprife, that they were much lefs 


formidable 
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formidable than he had been taught to imagine. 
Except the eruption, no alarming fymptom ever 
attended them. And, without either danger or 
any medical afliftance , they generally terminated 
by a profound fleep, which — lafted for 
many days. 


In the phrenitis vera, he found, that carly and 
copious blood-letting was the remedy chiefly to be 
depended upon; and he recommends opening the 
temporal artery in preference to venefection, In 
-fome cafes, however, he was abfolutely precluded 
from having recourfe to this evacuation, by ob- 
ferving the patient fink under the lofs of ten or 
twelve ounces of blood, and expire in lefs than 
an hour after, although the operation had been 
indicated by hardnefs of the pulfe, great heat, an 
inflamed appearance of the eyes, and a violent 
phrenitic delirium. The only other means of 
cure which he found admiffible, were the liberal 
ufe of acids, and the wrapping the lower extremi- 
ties in flannels wrung out of warm water. 


About the end of the year 1766, bilious com- 
plaints became frequent. Thefe were preceeded 
by pain in the region of the liver, coldnefs of the 
extremities, lownefs and inequality of the pulle, 
and 
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dnd great anxiety. To this fet of fymptoms fuc- 
ceeded bilious vomiting ; after which the pulfe 
rofe, the tongue appeared foul, thirft became ex- 
ceffive, and the pain feemed chiefly feated in the 
flomach. In the cure, the firft thing to be done 
was to obviate the danger of inflammation by 


-blood-letting ; and the next to evacuate the bili- 


ous colluvies lodged in the ftomach and duode- 


num. This was moft properly attempted by the 


exhibition of mild emetics, unlefs where the fym- | 


ptoms of, inflammation contra-indicated the’ ufe of 


fuch means. Next to vomits, laxatives of the 
moft gentle and cooling kind were found to give 
the greateft relief. He obferves, that opium, al- 
though great caution was neceflary in ufing it 
while the difeafe fubfifted, might be employed 


with great advantage, when the morbid caufe had 


been previoufly removed by necefiary evacua- 
tions. 


In fome patients, thefe bilious complaints ter- 
minated in an iliac paffion, and, in others, they 
degenerated into a bilious dyfentery. In the for- 
mer cafe, the author mentions his having often 
experienced good effects from the femicupium. 
But as this, and all other means, very frequently 
sail of giving relief, he propofes, as a probable me- 

thod 
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thod of fucceeding in the cure, when the difeafe 
is not attended with a ftrangulation of the inte- 
ftines, that an attempt fhould be made to force a 
profufe fweat, by loading the patient with bed- 
clothes. In dyfenteric cafes, he tells us, that he 
has found furprifing benefit from antimonial eme- 


tics. Great caution, however, is to be obferved 


in their exhibition, as, in complaints of this na- 


ture, they are apt to operate very even 


when given in the fmalleft dofes. 


In hepatitis, which, the author tells us, was beft 
diftinguifhed by an acute pain felt, on preflure, 
at the pit of the ftomach, the only remedies ne- 
ceflary were venefection, and a long continued 
ufe of purgatives. 


Soon after thefe bilious complaints, a moft ma- 
lignant fpecies of fmall-pox began to rage. This 
difeafe, according to our author, appeared equal- 
ly fatal, whether treated by the cool regimen or 
by the hot: Hence all his ideas, with regard to 
the efficacy of medicine and regimen in the treat- 
ment of this difeafe, were in danger of being o- 
verturned. But after-experience, in a fubfequent 


conftitution, removed all his doubts on this 
head. 


The 
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The f{mall-pox began to decline in {pring 1767, 
and were fucceeded by pleurifies and peripneu- 
monies. Copious bleeding was indifpenfible in 
the beginning of thefe difeafes. And, notwith- 


‘ftanding the appearance of ftreaked or purulent 


expectoration, it was found of advantage in any 
after period of the difeafe, when indicated by the 
urgency of fymptoms. When affiftance was not 


afked for, till the circumftances of the patient 


were fuch as to render bleeding inadmiffible, an- 
timonials were often had recourfe to with great 
fuccefs. But, notwithftanding the authority of 
fome eminent practitioners to the contrary, the 


author contends that there is a great difference 
among the active antimonial preparations. ‘Ihe : 


two preparations to which he inclines to give the 
preference are, James’s powder, and the kermes 
mineral. He found blifters to be very fervicea- 
ble, efpecially when the pain in the fide remained 
obftinate, after the fever had in fome meafure 
fubfided. Another remedy from which he tells us 
that he has obferved excellent effeéts, is common 
refin given to the quantity of a dram or more in 
the form of pills. 


About the fame time that thefe pleurifies fub- 
fifted, children alfo were very liable to pulmonic 
inflam- 
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inflammations, which, if not fpeedily relieved by 
large bleeding, were frequently fo violent as to 
carry them off in a few hours. If pleeding had. 
the effect of mitigating the fymptoms, a blifter ap- 
plied to fome part of the cheft in general com-— 
pleated the cure. 


Before the fummer-folftice, the meafles became 

very frequent. They were moft fuccefsfully treated 

by blood-letting, a cool regimen, and mild purga- 

tives. Eryfipelas, which was likewife very common 

_ during the fpring-feafons of this conftitution, requi- 

red alfo bleeding and purgatives. It was obfer- 

| ved to be moft frequent among perfons of bilious 

and fcrophulous habits. The epidemic fever of 

conftitution, like the diforders already men- 
5 tioned, bore the moft evident marks of a preva- 

lent inflammatory diathefis, and accordifigly re- 

oy quired bleeding, and other antiphlogiftic reme- 

dics. Miliary eruptions, both of the red and 
white kind, were very common, and generally _ 

preceded a crifis. 


- Inthe beginning of autumn 1767, the weather 
becoming cold and wet, introduced a new fet of 
difeafes. At this period, therefore, our author 
begins his fecond conftitution, which is the fub- 
jet of the third chapter. Rheumatic affections, 
both 
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both chronic and acute, now became very gene- 
ral, and the former often proved very obftinate. 
The remedies which Dr Sims found moft fervice- 
able in thefe compiaints were, antimonials, parti- 
cularly James’s powder ; volatile tincture of gua- 
iac ; balfam copoiba ; the ufe of fiannel next the 
{kin ; fweating the whole body or the parts affec- 
ted by the vapour-bath, or a hot ftove; and 
the ufe of mercurials. In the acute kind, he 
found plentiful bleeding necefflary in the begin- 
ning, after whick, a dofe of cooling phyfic was pro- 

per. When, by thefe means, the fever abated, 

he had recourfe to antimonial fudorifics. Where — 
{weating failed, or was judged improper, he em- 
ployed the Peruvian bark with great fuccefs, al- 


_ though, at firft, it feemed to aggravate the fymp- 


toms. 

Coughs, which were frequent during this feafon, 
were feldom, if ever, relieved by blood-letting. 
‘Themethod moft fuccefsful in removing them was, 


_ by confining the patient to bed, and promoting 


perfpiration by the plentiful ufe of warm weak 
diluents. A fpare diet, confifting chiefly of flops, 
was moft proper at firft; but, when the diforder 
continued long, and the matter expeCtorated turn- 
edthicker, it became neceflary to order a change 

to 
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to fhell-fith, or + Hight animal food with a little 


wine. 


A fever prevailed at this time, which silence 
nearly allied to the acute rheumatifm. By bleed- 
ing and the antiphlogiftic regimen, it was in ge- 
neral brought to a favourable termination. There 
ufually happened a critical fweat about the four- 
teenth or feventeenth day. 


Angina’s likewife were common in this conftitu- 
tion, Gentle purgatives, repeated daily, were 
obferved to be produétive of better effets than 
bleeding. But the remedy chiefly to be depended 
upon was, the ufe of blifters. Nor was it necefla- 
ry to apply them immediately to the part affeéted ; 
they were found to be equally effe€tual when ap- 
plied any where in its neighbourhood. 
Another diforder of this conftitution was the 
chincough. During the firft ftage of this diftem- 
per bleeding and purgatives were required. 
Frequent repetition of ipecacuanha vomits was at- 
tended with great advantage. And the ufe of 
the Peruvian bark, the cold bath, and exercife 
on horfeback, in general, confirmed the cure. | 


~The next diforder which our author 


was, what he has termed a Hyfteric Inflammation. 
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It attacked females only, and was in general feat- 
edin the face; occafioning pain, heat, fwelling, 
and a fmall degree of fever, without however ter- 

minating in fuppuration. In this complaint, all 
external applications feemed to be rather preju- 
dicial, blifters excepted, which never failed to be 
highly ferviceable. In fome cafes, it appeared pro- 
_ bable, that this inflammation attacked the vifcera ; 
and one cafe is narrated, in which it feems to have 
been feated in the ftomach. _ 


The firft diforder which occurred | in the third 
conftitution was the dyfentery. Of this difeafe, 
the author mentions two kinds. The one he calls 
Acute, the other Chronic. The former required 
venefection, repeated vomits of ipecacuan, and 
a total abftinence: from animal food and wine. 
The latter was moft fuccefsfully treated by the 
continued ufe of laxatives, intermixed with aftrin- 
gents, bitters, and opiates. In this fpecies alfo, 
‘the ufe of flannel-fhirts was attended with fingular 
benefit, and a generous diet was both allowable 
and neceflary. 

The chicken-pox, which prevailed about 
fame time, demanded little or no affiftance from 
medicine. It was remarkable, that, in fome in- 
ftances, the eruption was confiderably retarded 
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by purgative medicines and cold regimen. But, 
by this means, the febrile fymptoms appeared to 
be aggravated. 


In {pring 1770, confumptions were more fre- 


quent than ufual. When, in thefe, there was 
any fufpicion of a venereal taint, mercury alone 


proved fuccefsful ; In other cafes, the cure turn- 


ed chiefly on the frequent ufe of emetics, toge- 
_ ther with a judicious exhibition of Sulphur and the 


Peruvian bark. Small bleedings alfo were often — 


-requifite ; and it was neceflary to pay the greateft 
attention to the articles of diet and clothing. 


This feafon too brought back the meatles and 
{mall-pox. No material difference was obferva- 


ble between the meafles of this conftitution and 
thofe of the firft. The treatment, therefore, was 


‘in every refpect the fame. The fmall-pox too 
appeared to be as malignant now as formerly. But 
experience fully convinced Dr Sims of the fupe- 
rior advantages of the cold regimen above every 


other method of combating this fatal diftemper. 


The author next proceeds to defcribe the epi- 
demic fever of this conftitution. It appears 


plainly to have been of the low nervous kind, ac- 


com panied with a particular affeCtion of ‘the ali- - 
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mentary canal. Gentle laxatives were the medi- 
ccines which were found to be beft adapted to the 
peculiar genius of this fever. By perfifting long 
‘in a courfe of the mildeft medicines of this clafs, 
the difeafe was very generally conducted to a fa- 
_-vourable termination, without any alarming {ymp- 
tom. Towards the clofe of this diforder, the Pe- 
ruvian bark, generous diet, wine, and other cor- 
dials, had. moft excellent effe@s. 

Children, during this conftitution, were very 
liable to a dangerous febrile diforder of the remit- 
tent kind. From the affedtions of the ftomach 
and inteftines, with which it was univerially at- 
tended, it. was generally called a Worm Fever. 
The exiftence of worms, however, was very fel- 
dom afcertained by their being voided. In the 
treatment of this difeafe, bleeding was often in- 
dicated by the height of the fever : After which — 
the continued exhibition of rhubarb in {mall dofes 
completed the cure. 

Pleurifies and peripneumonies, which had been 
very frequent during the laft conftitution, were 
ftill to be met with, though more rarely. But an 
effential difference was now obfervable in the na- 
ture of thefe complaints. In the former, the lhi- 
beral ufe of the lancet was indifpenfable ; where- 
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as, in the prefent, even a moderate bleeding, al- 
though perhaps ufeful in the beginning, if repeat- 
ed, proved highly prejudicial, and fometimes 
very fpeedily fatal. Even. blifters were not at- 
tended with the fame good effects as before. So 
that the cure was trufled entirely to the ufe of 
laxatives. | 


"The fourth conftitution commences. with the 
fpring 1771. A fevere cold which then prevailed 
brought back genuine inflammatory affections of © 
the thorax, which required the fame treatment 
as thofe of the former conftitution. — 


Thefe were’fucceeded in the fummer by a fe- 
ver, which raged with unremitting feverity through 
‘the whole of the fubfequent autumn, winter, and 
fpring. It began with languor, want of appetite, — 
naufea, oppreflion about the praecordia, and vio- 
lent headach. In a few days, thefe fymptoms 
were followed by delirium of the low kind, pro- 
fufe colliquative {weats, fubfultus tendimum, and 
- general tremors. Soon after, petechiae, vibices, 
and other marks of putrefcency appeared. In the 
cure, bleeding, unlefs in the very beginning, was 
always detrimental. Bad effects were alfo obfer- 
ved to follow the exhibition of the ordinary eme- 
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tics or fudorifics ; and blifters, when applied in 
the firft ftages of the diforder, were ‘univerfally 
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productive of the worft confequences. ‘The me- 
dicines which our author found moft beneficial 
were, acids, antimonials, and the Peruvian bark. 
Great advantages were alfo derived from the ad- 
miffion of cold air, and the judicious ufe of wine, 
efpecially of claret. 


Tn the end of the fpring 1772, Ophthal mia was 
verycommon. It did not admit of the ule of a- 
{tringents ; but, in general, foon yielded to emol- 
lients applied externally, accompanied with the 
internal ufe of laxatives, and nitre. Bilious com- 


plaints made their appearance more early in the 


fummer than -ufual. But the treatment before 


recommended was found to be fuccefsful. 


After this hiftory of epidemics, Dr Sims con- 
cludes his. work with delivering his fentiments 


concerning the caufes and feat of nervous and pu- 
trid fevers. He endeavours to fhew, from an e- 


numeration of the leading fymptoms in thefe fe- 
vers, as delivered by Dr Huxham, and Sir John 


Pringle, that the opinions of thefe celebrated wri- 


ters, concerning the pathology of the difeafes in 
queftion, are ill-founded, and apt to miflead. He 
thinks it evident that the primary affetion is feat- 
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ed inthe {tomach and inteftines, and rejects the 

notion of a feptic ferment acting upon the whole 

mafs of fluids. In confequence of this idea, his 
is, to cleanfe the ft ftomach and a- | 


ther evacuants ; to prevent thé: re- 
generation of the morbid caufe, by throwing in very 
large quantities of the Peruvian bark. In this me- 
thod of treatment, the author places the moft impli- 
_ cit confidence. He is even bold enough to affert,that 
_ he fhall ever fear a phyfician was in fault, if a per- 
] fon dies of a fever, to whom he has been called, 
 __whilft any degree of ftrength remained, and the 
patient could be obedient to his dire€tions. Hap- 


py would it be for mankind, were this conclution 
in no refpect too precipitate. : 


aye 
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Medical -Obfervations. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe in which two Foetufes, that 
had been carried near twenty-one Months, were 
fuccefsfully extracted from the Abdomen by In- 
cifton. By ‘Thomas Bell, M. D. of the City of 
3 Dublin, communicated to Dr Thomas Young, - 
Profeffor of Midwifery in the U ity of 
dinburgh. 


Lenor Noon of Grehan, in the county of 

Mayo, aged twenty-one, after being mar- 

ried fifteen months, had the ufual figns of preg- 

nancy. Atthe expiration of her reckoning, fhe 

was feized with labour-pains, which, by her own 
account, were very violent for fome days, and con- _ 


tinued near three wecks, gradually becoming more 
languid, 
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languid, until they entirely ceafed. After this, 
fhe perceived no motionin the abdomen. But as 
her pains-abated, her belly increafed in bulk, and 
continued to do fo till I faw her, which was in Ja- 
nuary 1757, about five months after fhe was 
firft feized with the labour-pains. At this time, 
the whole abdomen was fo much diftended, that 
I imagined fhe and her friends had miftaken the 
cafe, and that it had been an afcites from the be- 
ginning. But, upon minute inquiry, I had too 
much reafon to fufpe& what afterwards appeared 

to be well founded. ik 
She was emaciated to the greateft degree, and 

fo weak as not to be able to ftand, or even to 
bear being raifed, without diftrefs ; So that, from 
every circumftance, I judged it impoflible that fhe 
— could outlive a few weeks, or that any thing could 
be done to ferve. her. But, upon going to the 
fame part of the country, about four months af- 
ter, I found her ftill living. Iwas then informed, 
that, about a month after I had laft feen her, all 
the water had been evacuated from a {mall rent 
at the navel; and had come away in fuch quanti- 
ties, and with fuch violence, that near four gallons 
were received in a very fhort time. Mixed with 
this water, there were fome flefhy ftrings ; and, as 
the 
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the oozing continued, fome fall bones came a- 
way. This made the cafe evident beyond dif- 
pute; anda fituation more diftrefsful cannot be 
conceived ; particularly, as the poor woman was 
perfedtly fenfible of it with all its horrors, her 
 derftanding not being inthe leaft impaired. She 
3 was, if poflible, more emaciated than formerly ; 
fhe had a conftant heétic fever, and was fo weak 
as fcarcely to have power to fpeak diftinctly. 
Notwithftanding this, fhe was very defirous to 
_ live, and, what is extraordinary, fhe did not total- 
dy defpair of It; a circumftance which I really 
believe contributed not a little to fave her life. 
| = confidered that nature had been fometimes 
remarkably favourable in cafes nearly fimilar, and 
_refolved to affift its efforts by the application of . 
_ proper cataplafins, in order to promote fuppura- 
sie tion, as the integuments round the aperture were 
red, and fore to the touch, But my expedtati- 
ons were difappointed ; for, in about feven weeks 
after, fhe was rather ftronger, the charity of the 
neighbouring gentry enabling her to procure pro- 
per diet. Befides this, the opening was fo clo- 


fed, that with difficulty it admitted a {mall probe; 
the rednefs and forenefs were gone. 
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From this time, I determined on the extraétion 
of the extraneous bodies by incifion, as the only 
means left for relieving her. On mentioning it 
to her, fhe eagerly defired that it fhould be done, _ 
from a conviction of there being no other chance 
_ left of faving her life. However, as her fituation 
was fo very unpromifing as to give little hope of 
— fuccefs, I refolved to have the concurrence of | 
_more of the profeffion. I had her accordingly 
carried to Galway, which was about twenty miles 
from the place of her refidence, by two men, in a 
covered litter. The fatigue of this journey the 
bore much better than could ‘have been expected. 


~, On a confultation with Doétors Joyce, Ryan, : 
and Brown, phyficians refiding in Galway, we 
agreed upon the neceflity of an operation; but, 
from many difcouraging circumftances, could en- 
tertain little hopes of fuccefs. As the poor woman 
was ftill defirous of having it done, I performed i it 
4 in prefence of the above phyficians, and of two 
| army-furgeons, Dr Scott and Mr Hopkins, the 
latter of whom affifted me. I made an incifion 
in the moft prominent part of the abdomen, ex- 
tending about two inches above, and as far be- 
low the navel. At this incifion I extraéted the 
bones of two full grown foetus’s, for little befides 
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the bones now remained. They are fince depo- 
fited in the anatomical theatre of our univerfity. 


My patient bore the operation better than 
could have been expected. No haemorrhage 
enfued ; and fhe recovered her health fo very 
fpeedily, as to be able to menftruate in little more 
than three months. In about three months more, 
fhe was prevailed on to cohabit with her hufband. 
She became pregnant in two months after; went 
to her full time ; and had an eafy natural labour 


and healthful child. Since that, fhe has had fix 
‘more 3 and enjoys as great a fhare of health and 


ftrength of conftitution as moft people. 

During the operation, 1 introduced my hard 
feveral times into the abdomen, both that I might 
extract all the bones and other extraneous mat- 
ters, and that I might be able to judge whether 
the foetus’s were in the uterus, or in any cyft 


formed for them. Some of the other gentlemen 


prefent did the fame. But the weaknefs of the 


woman prevented us from making fuch an exa- 
- mination as would have been fufficient for deter- 


mining this point with certainty. Moft of the 
gentlemen prefent imagined the former to have 


been the cafe; and indeed, the thicknefs and 


firmnefs of the fubftance in which the foetus’s 
were 


‘ 
& 
4 
; . 
4 
3 
: 
- 4 
| 
g 
. 
. 
- 
og 
be 
| 
~ 
’ 
s 


1751, Mrs T. of Re 


COMMENTARIES, 


were contained, feemed to corroborate that opi- 
nion. But, befides this, the woman {till perfifts 
in aflerting, that the waters came from her in 


that labour in the natural way, and in the fame 


manner that they have done in feveral others la- 
bours fince. This affertion, if true, muft put it 
beyond all doubt that the foetus’s were lodged in 
the uterus, and not in any particular cyft, 


iT. 


The Account of an extra-uterine Foetus, voided by 
Stool, twenty-two years after Pregnancy. By 
Thomas Percival, M. D. F.R.S.etS. A. 


Mottram, 
aged twenty-four years, receiveda fudden fright 


in the fixth month of her pregnancy, which occa- 
fioned a fevere pain ‘in her loins, and was foon © 
fucceeded by a flooding, but without a mifcar-— 
riage. - Thefe fymptoms were relieved by medi- 
cines then directed for her by an experienced and 
judicious furgeon. But her abdomen afterwards 
became much diftended, and continued fo for 
about half-a-year. At the end of that time, it 

fubfided 
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fubfided all at once, while the lay ina recumbent 


pofture. Soon after her menfes appeared again, 
and returned at the ftated periods in fufficient 


quantity ; but they were always attended with 


violent pain. Milk alfo flowed from her breatts 
during feveral years. 


In 1757, fae was afflicted with great 
and often with hyfterical fits. Her uterine dif- 
charges were become very putrid, and her health 
and f{trength feemed to be gradually impairing. 


She confulted me in May 1772, and received 
great benefit from an emetic, an infufion of Pe- 
ruvian bark, and frequent dofes of the acid elixir 
of vitriol. At this time fhe laboured under the 
hemorrhoids; complained of great pain in her 
loins, and about the os facrum; had frequent 


-flufhings in her face ; and was much troubled 
with ficknefs and thirft. The apothecary had ta- 


ken eight ounces of blood from the arm, and had 


given her fome aperient nicdicines. I direéted 
leeches to the hemorrhoidal veins, an electuary 


compofed of the lenitive eleCtuary and flower of 


fulphur, an infufion of columbo rvot, and ‘the | 
following clyfters, to be every night 
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Ol. e pedib. bov. Tinct. Theb. v. o.. 
fuba&. 3i. M. f. Enema. | 
May 12. She began this courfe of medicine. 


13. She difcharged by the anustwo bones 
of a child’s head. 
14. She voided in the fame way another 
bone of the head. 


17. She difcharged the trunk of the body, 
wanting fome of the vifcera, of a female foetus. © 


19. She parted with a thigh-bone. 


She was not afterwards fenfible of any dif- 
charge of this nature; and,on the 7th of June, 
when I faw her again, her pains were abated, her 
appetite was improved, and her ftrength feemed 

tobe daily increafing. 


In this ftate of comedians fhe continued 
two months; and then, from fome caufe, which 
the diftance of her place of: abode has yet pre- 
vented me from learning, fhe fuddenly relapfed, 


and died in a few days. 


Il, 
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Ill. 


The Account of an Inflammation of the’ Abdomen 


terminating in a gangrenous Sore, from which a 
large Worm was diftharged. By Mr John 
M‘Laggan Surgeon at Coaltullach. 


PON the 3d of June 1773, I was called to 
! fee a woman who was affected with an in- 
flammation in the lower part of her abdomen. 


_ Upon examination, I found that the whole abdo- 


men was much {welled, but the regio umbilicalis 
was more efpecially affected. I at firft attempted 
to difcufs it ; but finding my endeavours in this 
way ineffectual, I employed the ordinary means 
to bring it to fuppuration. The pain fhe fuffered 
was fo excruciating, that fhe flept none from the 
sth day of the month to the 11th. At that time, 
the inflamed tumour broke, and difcharged up- 
wards of a pound of a thin watery fanies ; imme- 
diately after which her excrements followed. 


Upon the 12th, fhe was extremely low; he 
pulfe could fearcely be felt ; fhe was affeéted aia 
cold clammy fweats; her extremities were cold; 


and there was a confiderable difcharge from the 
wound, 
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wound, which had already begun to mortify. I 
ordered her wine, and a decoétion of Peruvian 
bark, as fhe could not take the bark in fubftance. 
As thefe medicines had the effe&t of relieving her 


-_fymptoms, they were continued. But afterwards, 


in removing the mortified parts, I had occafion 
to cut away a confiderable portion of the perito- 
neum and of the omentum. In doing this, I 
found a worm, of the teres kind, lying between 
them. It was about nine inches long, and as 
thick as an eagle’s quill, When I found it, it 


was alive, and it lived for fome time after it was 


taken out. I concluded that it came from the 
inteftinum ileum, as it was from thence that the 


foeces iffued. 


The external wound in the abdomen sented 
from the left fide of the umbilicus to very near 
the os pubis, on the right fide, and it was about 
two inches in breadth. I wafhed the edges of 
the wound with camphorated fpirit of wine, and 
the internal part with a {trong decoétion of Pe- 
ruvian bark. ‘This was frequently repeated, and 


_ the whole dreffed with yellow bafilicon. 


16th, She was a good deal better, and could 
take fome food. The wine and bark were given 
in larger dofes. The abdomen ftill continued 
Vou. Il. much 
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much fwelled and hard ; but, by the ufe of cata- 
plafms and fomentations, it gradually fubfided. 

The difcharge from the gut grew gradually lefs 
till the 28th, when it entirely difappeared. The 
external wound is now heal; and fhe is at pre- 
fent in as good health as before fhe was taken ill. 
She is about fixty years of age, and was fenfible 
of no accident which could give rife to the in- 
flammation. | 


IV. 


Extra of a Letter from Mr Thomas Cochrane 
Surgeon at Nevis, to Mr John Balfour Surgeon 
in Edinburgh, concerning the Ufe of Coubage as 

an Anthelmintic. 

HERE is a medicine which is much ufed 
f% here againft worms. Planters give it to 
the negroes with great fuccefs ; and I have order- 

ed it myfelf both to children and adults with ve- 
ry certain good effects. The plant is here called 

Couhage, and is furnifhed with the filiqua hirfuta 

of Linnaeus. The parts which are ufed are, the 

hairy fpiculae f{craped from the pods, and mixed 


with fyrup. They are ne to att, by pro- 
moting 
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moting the periftaltic motion of the guts, and 
pricking the worms. The dofe is not exattly li- 
mited. But the fpiculae obtained from a fingle 


pod are efteemed a fufficient dofe for a child of 


feven or eight years old. © 


This remedy is perfeétly fafe and innocent, al- 


though it occafions fome uneafinefs upon being 


firft taken. I have feen large clufters of worms 


come away from patients upon the firft dofe. It 


is given at bed-time, and a purge in the morning. 
This practice is repeated after an interval of two 
days, and it is feldom neceffary to give more than 
a fecond dofe, 

Our readers may remember, that couhage has 
been mentioned as an anthelmintic by the learn- 
ed Dr M‘Bride, in his introduction to the theory 
and practice of phyfic, and by fome other authors. 
But we have feen no defcription of the plant. 
There is a good fpecimen of it at prefent grow- 
ing in the botanic garden at Edinburgh. It has 


been but lately brought there, and is not in that 


{tate which is moft favourable for inveftigation. — 


Wecannot therefore, at prefent, give fuch ade- 


{cription of it as could be of any ufe. . 


V. 


& 


A Cataraét in the Eye, with a praeternatural 
Membrane attached to the Iris, extracted. By 
Mr George Borthwick Student oe sa c at E- 
— 


man, aged 72, about eighteen years ago, was 
feized with a gradual lofs of fight in the left. 

eye ; and in the fpace of a few months he became 
totally blind in it. About ten years afterwards, 
the right eye began to be affected in a fimilar 
manner. But the affection in this eye never rofe 
to fuch a height that he could not by means of it 
diftinguith light from darknefs ; and its pupil al- 
ways retained a {mall degree of contraction, of 


which that of the left was entirely deprived. 


He was defirous of fubmitting to any opera- 
tion which had the leaft chance of doing him any | 
fervice. Accordingly, in prefence of Dr Gahn, 
Mefirs Fau, M‘Lellan, Riddell, and Manuel, I ex- 
tracted the chryftalline lens from his left eye. 
The lens when extracted, was quite opaque. I 
then fhut his eyelids, which I kept in that ftate 
for the fpace of a fortnight, drefling the eye once 

every 
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every day. At the end of this time, I defired him 
to open his eye-lids. He then perceived the light, 
and enjoyed fuch a degree of - as to be able 
to walk about. 

In this way he continued for about two months. 
But his fight then began to grow more dim, and, 
in a few days after, he became as blind as before 
the operation. Upon examining his eye, I found 
that the cornea was quite pellucid, and the iris 
found, but that the chryftalline capfule was per- — 

feétly opaque, which gave his eye the fame ap- 
pearance which it had before the operation. 
The patient had {till his right eye in referve, — 
and, as the affeCtion in it had neither been of fo 
leng ftanding nor in fo high a degree, there was 
reafon to expect greater fuccefs from the opera- 
‘tion. From this eye, therefore, I extracted the — 
cryftalline lens in prefence of my friend Mr 

Dodds, about four months after I had operated 
upon the left. This operation was attended with 
fome particular phaenomena which deferve no- 

tice. After I had made the incifion in the cor- 
nea, upon ufing gentle preflure to bring the lens | 
forwards, it did not prefent, I then endeavoured, 
by means of the golden needle of de Wenfel, to 
tear the capfule : But I found it impoffible to in- 
troduce 


= 
Ay 
; 
. 
‘ 
. 
4 
- 
oS 


6 DIC A-t 


troduce it, as there was a praeternatural mem« 


brane attached to the whole circumference of the _ 


circular fibres of the iris. 


This membrane entirely filled up the pupil, 
through which the needle fhould have gorie. I 
could eafily diftinguifh this membrane from ‘the 


circular fibres of the iris, as it was of a different 


colour. I made, therefore, a {mall puncture in it 
on one fide, where it joined with the iris. At 
this puncture, the aqueous humour of the pofte- 


rior chamber began to iflue. In proportion as it 


came away, the praeternatural membrane was 
gradually detached from the circular fibres of the 


iris, and at length was entirely difcharged from 


the eye. This being over, the cryftalline capfule 


appeared. It required fome time to cut it with 


the end of the needle. This, however, was at 


length executed ; and, by gentle preffure, the lens, 
which was large and opaque, was then extracted. 
The patient inftantly perceived a very great light. 


His eye was then dreffed up ; but every day, when 
the dreffings are removed, although his eye-tids 


continue fhut, he can perceive a great degree of 
light. I have, therefore, I think, great reafon to 


hope, that, in this inftance, the operation will be 
Attended with the defired fuccefs. 


SECT, 
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SECT. 


Medical News. 
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TPHE following account of the celebrated 

Albinus is extracted from the Leipfic com- 
mentaries, volume 17. part 3. 

Bernhard SeigfredAlbinus was born of an illu- 
{trious family at Francfort on the Oder, on the © 
| 24th of February 1697. His father was, at that 
time, profefior of the practice of medicine in the 
univerfity there; but, in the year 1702, he re- 
paired to Leyden, being nominated profeffor of 
anatomy and furgery in that univerfity. Here 
his fon had an opportunity of ftudying under the 
moft eminent mafters in Europe, who, from the 
jingular abilities which he then difplayed, had no 

F4 difficulty 
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difficulty in prognofticating his future eminence. 
But, while he was diftinguifhed in every branch 
of literature, his attention was particularly turned 
to anatomy and furgery, His peculiar attach- 
ment to thefe branches of knowledge gained him 
the intimate friendfhip of Ruyfch and Rau, who 
at that time flourifhedin Leyden. Both of them 
beftowed peculiar attention upon young Albinus ; 
and the latter, fo juftly celebrated as a lithotomitft, 
is faid to have feldom performed a capital opera-_ 
tion without inviting him to be prefent. 
Having finifhed his ftudies at Leyden, he went 
to Paris, where he attended the lectures of Duver- 
ney, Vaillant, and other celebrated profeffors. 
But he had fcarce fpent a year there, when he 
was invited, by the curators of the univerfity of 
Leyden, to be a lecturer in anatomy and furgery 
at that place. Though contrary to his own incli- 
nation, he complied with their requeft, and upon 
that occafion was created Dr of Phyfic, without 
any examination. Soon after, upon the death of © 
his father, he was appointed to fucceed him as 
profeffor of anatomy; and, upon being admitted 
into that office on the 9th of November 1721, he 
delivered an oration, De vera via ad fabricae hu- 
mani 
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mani corporis cognitionem ducente, which was heard 
with univerfal approbation. 


In the capacity of a profeffar, he not only be- 
{towed the greateft attention upon the inftruction — 
of the youth intrufted to his-care, but in the im- 
provement of the medical art. With this view, 
he publifhed many important difcoveries of 
his own, and, by elegant editions, turned the © 
attention of phyficians to works of merit, which 
might otherwife have been negleéted. By thefe 
means, his fame was foon extended over Europe; _ 
and the focieties of London, Peterfburgh, and 
Harlem, chearfully received him as an affociate. 

In 1745, he was appomted profeffor of the 
practice of medicine at Leyden, and was fucceed- 
ed in the anatomical chair by his brother Frid. 
Bern. Albinus. He was twice rector of the uni- 
verfity, and as often he refufed that high honour 
when it was voluntarily offered him. At length, 
worn out by long fervice, and intenfe ftudy, he 
died on the 9th of September 1770, in the 74th 
year of hisage. His death was regreted not on- 
ly by the univerfity of Leyden, where he officiated 
as a profeflor for near fifty years, but by every 
fincere admirer of learning and genius. Befides 
the fame which he juftly acquired by his own 

writings, 
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writings, the elegant editions which he publifhed 


of the works of Vefalius, Fabricius ab Aquapen- 


dente, Harvey, and Euftachius, will do him eit 


tual honour. 


A gentleman of extenfive property in the ifland 
Granada, in a letter to Dr Jofeph Black phyfician 
in Edinburgh, gives the following account of a 


method which has been fuccefsfully praétifed on 


~ his eftate for the cure of the yaws. When he re- 
turned to that ifland, after being abfent for a con- 


fiderable time, he found in the hofpital thirty-two 
flaves affected with the yaws. Some of them had 


- beenthere for years. And a few, who, from 
time to time, had been difmiffed as cured, gene- _ 


rally returned after a very fhort interval. The 
medicines chiefly employed were mercurial prepa- 
rations, by the ufe of which, many negroes had 


their conftitutions broken, fome of them being af- 3 


fected with conftant pains in their bones, others 


falling victims to a terrible diforder, in that coun- 


try, called Mal a’ E/tomac, in whieh the patient has 
a violent inclination to eat clay. 


Thefe obfervations determined him to commit 


fome of thofe affected with this diforder to the care 
of a negroe who underftood the method of treat- 


‘ment in their own country. Having found one 


who 
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who lived many years upon the eftate, he put two 
of them under his care, and advifed the furgeon 
to treat four others upon the fame plan with the 
negroe, but with different medicines. The ne- — 
groe’s method of treating them was as follows: 
He put them twice a-day into a cafk, in which 
there was a little fire inapot. By this means he 
 fweated them profufely. He gave them decocti- 
ons of two woods, which, in that country, are cal- 
led Bors Royale and Bows Fer, both of which are 
faid to be fudorific ; and he apjlied to their 
fores an ointment made of ruft of iron and lime- - 
juice. The furgeon treated his four with diapho- 
retic antimony, and other fweating medicines. 
He applied to their fores facharum faturni, green 
vitriol, butter of antimony, corrojfive fublimate, 
and other cauftics. The event was, that the two 
patients entrufted to the care of the negroe were 
well in a fortnight ; but not one of the four treat- 
ed by the furgeon was apparently better. 


He then gave the negroe four other patients, 
who, as well as the former, were cured in a 
fhort time. Upon this, he gave him the charge 
of all the yawed negroes in the hofpital ; and, at 
the end of two months, at which time his letter 
‘was written, there were but thirteen remaining 

uncured $ 


& 

[ 


92 MEDICAL 


uncured ; of thefe, not above three or. four had 
any appearance of yaws ; and two of them came 
in only a few days before the date of his letter. 
The reft_ were affected with pains in their bones, 
which the negroe alledged was owing to the mer- 
cury they had taken before they were " under 
his care. | 


Mr Thomas Henry, apothecary at Mancheiter, 


has, fome months ago, publifhed an appendix to 


his experiments and obfervations on the prepara- 


tion of magnefia. In this appendix, he alledges, 


that the medicine now fold under the title of 
Glafs’s Magnefia is much inferior in quality to 
what it was fome years ago; that it is impure, 
calcareous, and improper for the purpofe of cal- 
cining. As calcareous magnefia is neither fo ab- 


forbent, nor fo purgative as the pure, thefe cir- 


cumftances, undoubtedly, deferve the attention of _ 
thofe who are in ule to prefcribe Ghai 
fia. 


~The a of phyficians at Lyons have pro- 
pofed, as the fubject of their prize-differtation, for 
the year 1774, the following queftions : Quelles 
font les differentes efpéces de dartres? Quels en 
font les differens principes? Quels font les moyens _ 
de les diftinguer ? Quelles font les maladies internes 
que 
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que les vices dartreux produiffent ? A quels 


fymptomes peut on les reconnoitre? Comment 


peut on combattre ces differens principes dans — 
leurs differens états? The, prizeis a gold medal 


of feventy-two livres in value ; and two hundred 


and twenty-eight livres in cath. Allthe memoirs 
on this fubjeé& are defired to be tranfmitted, poft 
paid, before the firft of April 1774, a M. Raft, 
fils, Do€teur en medecine de Montpellier, profef- 


feur agrégé au collége des maececiais de Lyon, 
place des Terraux. 


‘The royal academy of furgery at Paris have a- 
gain propofed, for their prize for 1774, the fol- 
lowing fubje&. Expofer les inconveniens qui re- 
fultent de l’abus des onguens et des emplatres; et 
de quelle reforme la pratique vulgaire eft fufcep- 
tible, a cet egard, dans le traitment des ulcéres. 


The royal academy of fciences at Paris have 
propofed the following fubje& for their prize-dif- 
fertation for the year 1775. Quelle eft la meil- 
leure maniere de fabriquer les Aiguilles aimantées, 
de les fufpendre, de s’aflurer qu’elles font dans le 
vrai méridien magnetique ; enfin, de rendre raifon 


de leur variations diurnes regulieres? Memoirs 


on this fubje& muft be tranfmitted to the fecreta- | 
ry 


> 


ry of the academy before the firft of September 
1774. The prize is two thoufand livres. © 


_ Some gentlemen at London have lately printed 


_a propofal for founding a medical library, and infti- 


tuting a fociety to be called the Medical Society of 
London. A fund is propofed to be raifed for the 


purchafing of books, by an annual fubfcription of © 
one guinea from each member of the fociety. 


‘And two meetings are to be held every month for 
converfation on medical fubjeéts. It is likewife 


faid to be a refolution of the fociety, that a gold 


medal of ten guineas value be given annually to 


the perfon who fhall prefent the beft differtation 
on a queftion previoufly propofed. They intend 


alfo to colle& paper's for publication, which are to 
be carefully preferved till matter fufficient for a 
volume can be obtained. All papers relating to 
medical fubjeéts, which are intended to be com- 


municated to the public by this channel, are de- 
fired to be directed to the Secretary of the Medi- 


cal Society of London. The following gentlemen 


‘are, we are informed, the prefent officers of this 


fociety, Dr Millar prefident, Dr Lettfome trea- 


furer, Dr Hulme librarian, and Mr Ford fecre- 
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An account has lately been printed of the gene- 

_ ral difpenfary, for the relief of the poor, which was 
inftituted in the year 1770, and is kept in Alders- 
gate-ftreet London. ‘The defign of this inftitu- 
tion is, to afford medicines and advice to the poor, 
either at the difpenfary, or, when circumftances re- 
quire it, at their own habitations. From the print, 
ed account, it appears, that, between the 23d of 
July 1770, and the oth of June 1773, the number 
admitted to the advantages of this charity a- 
mounted to 3348. The charges are defrayed by | 
annual fubfcriptions, which are received by many 
of the principal bankers in London. A fcheme 
in its nature fo humane and fo important to focie- 
ty well deferves imitation in every large city. 


We have feen the hiftory of a cafe of that difor- 
der of the breaft defcribed by Dr Heberden in 
the fecond volume of the Medical Tranfa@ions, 
and there named the angina pe¢toris. The patient 
died fuddenly, from a quantity of purulent matter © 
breaking into the trachea, and thus producing 

-fuffocation. Upon diffeétion, a colleGtion of what 
appeared to be pus was found between the two 
membranes which compofe the mediaftinum. Dr 
Haygarth of Chefter, who relates this cafe, defires 
thofe who have an opportunity of opening bodies, © 


j 


_ refpect effential to life, he fears might not be fuf- 


cerning the effects of cabbage-tree bark, as an an- 


~nald Monro at London, in a private letter to Dr 


from Mr M’Donald, who was then a furgeon i im. 
the ifland of Jamaica, but is fince dead. 
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that have died of this difeafe, to examine particu- 
larly the mediaftinum, which, being a part in no 


pected to contain the caufe of death. 


Some obfervations were formerly given, con- 


thelmintic, in the firft volume of thefe Commen- 
taries, p. 328. andfeq. Since that time, Dr Do- 


Duncan »has mentioned fome particulars concern- 
ing the operation of this medicine, which are dif- 
ferent from what had been obferved at Edinburgh. 
At the defire of Dr Duncan, Dr Monro has con- 
fented that thefe fhould be made public; and has 
alfo communicated fome information, which he 
received feveral years ago concerning this bark, 


Mr M‘Donald’s information. was, that the ne- _ 
groes or nurfes, to whom, in general, the exhibi- 


tion of this bark is entrufted, commonly prepare 
it, by taking | a handful of it bruifed, and boiling 
it in water, till the decoction attains the colour of 


porter. Of this decoction, well fweetened, they 
give, for three fucceflive mornings, a fmall table- 


ipoonial to a child: of two years of age, fafting ; 
and 
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and they increafe the dofe according to the age 
and ftrength of the patient. After thus giving it 
for three mornings, they generally purge it off 

with a dofe of the agna caftor oil. The firft, 
and moft commonly the fecond dofe, caufe a nau- 
fea, if not a vomiting or purging ; on which ac- 
count the phyfical people advife giving two, three, 
or four drops of laudanum with each dofe, and 
feldom defire that any purgative fhould be given 
after its ufe. In both the one and the other way, 
it rarely fails of procuring the defired effect, and 
no difagreeable confequences were ever obferved 
to have followed its ufe. Mr M‘Donald added, 
- that two drams of this bark boiled in half a pound 
of water to two ounces would be found to be a 
proper proportion. oe | 

A confiderable quantity of the cabbage-tree- 
bark was fent to Dr Donald Monro from the 
-Welt-Indies, which he gave to the apothecary at. 
St George’s hofpital. Since that time, fome of 
the other phyficians to the hofpital, as well as. 
himfelf, have frequently employed it as an antheti- 
mintic. An ounce of the bark was boiled in a 
quart of water to half a pint; and of this decodtion 
they gave four table-fpoonfuls for a dofe toa 
- grown perfon. When exhibited in this manner, 

Vou. Il. 
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it neither vomited nor purged ; but all thofe who 
took it complained of its being a very powerful 
diuretic, and they called it aforcing one, As an 
anthelmintic, Dr Monro has found it anfwer -to 
his withes in feveral worm-cafes. _ 


Dr Jean Marie Gamet, formerly phyfician at 


_ Lyons, now at Paris, pretends that he has difco-— 


vered an effectual remedy for all cancerous difeafes. 
With a view of communicating to the public the 
extraordinary virtues of this medicine, he has 
lately written a treatife, in two volumes octavo, 
entitled, * Théorie nouvelle fur les maladies can- 
‘cereufes, nerveufes, et autres affections du 
‘meme genre, avec les obfervations pratiques 
‘fur les effets de leur remede approprie.? The 
firft volume is.taken up with an account of the 
nature of thofe difeafes for which his remedy is 


~ faid to be adapted. In the fecond, he prefents 


us with the hiftory of above fixty cafes, in which, 
he alledges, he has performed cures by means of 
it. To this volume he has fubjoined a petition, © 
by feveral phyficians in Paris, recommending it 
to his Moft Chriftian Majefty to purchafe this fe- 
cret for the benefit of the public. 


Mr Oth. Guil. Struve, in a treatife lately pu- 
blifhed at Laufanne, entitled, Effais, ou Reflec- 
tions 
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¢ tions intereffantes, relatives a la divide, la méde- 

© cine, l’économie, et le commerce,’ alledges, 
that he has difcovered two new fpecifics, the one . 
for epilepfy, and the other for fcrophula. . 

On Sunday the 17th of O&ober died at Edin- 
‘burgh Mr James Ruffel, furgeon in that city, and 
profeffor of natural philofophy in the univerfity : 
Aman juftly efteemed for attention and judgment 
in the exercife of the healing art, and defervedly 
eminent for great originality of genius, and pro- 
found knowledge in philofophy. 

On Sunday the 28th of November died alfo at 
Edinburgh, Dr Adam Auttin, fellow of the royal 
college of phyficians there’; an eminent practitio- 
ner in medicine, and a man of real worth. 

_ At the annual eleGtion by the royal fociety of 
London, on Tuefday the 30th of November, the 
following gentlemen were chofen officers for the 
enfuing year : 
Sir John Pringle, Prefident, 
Samuel Wegg, Efq; Treafurer. 
Matthew Matty, M. D. 
Samuel Horfley, L. L. B, 
_ At the annual election by the royal college of 
phyficians in Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 2d of 
G 2 December, 


Secretaries. 


) 
* 
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December, the following gentlemen were chofen 
officers for the enfuing year: _ 
Dr Cullen, Prefident. 
Dr Grant, > | 
Dr Hope, Cenfors. 
‘Dr Monro, Secretary. 
Dr Gardiner, Librarian. 
Dr Hay, Treafurer. 
Dr Duncan, Fifcal. 
At the above meeting, it was unanimoufly a- 
greed, That diploma’s for honorary fellowthips 
in the royal college of phyficians at Edinburgh 
fhould be prefented to his Grace Henry Duke of 
Buccleugh, and to Hieronymus David Gaubius, 
M. D. profeflor of medicine at Leiden. © 


The univerfity of Oxford has conferred the de- 
= gree -of Batchlor in Medicine on Mr Martin 
| Wall. 
| The univerfity of Cambridge has conferred the 

degree of Doétor of Medicine on Meiflrs Rey- 
nolds and Wright, and that of Batchelor i in Medi- 
cine on Mr Hunt. — 


The univerfity St Andrew’s has 
the degree of Doétor in Medicine on Mefirs Mar- 
fhall, Chifholm, Scott, Spens, Clark, es 
and Veale. 
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It was our intention to have inferted alfo the 
names of thofe gentlemen who obtained degrees 
in medicine, during the courfe of laft year, at Du- _ 
blin, Aberdeen, and Glafgow ; but lifts of the 
graduates in medicine at thefe places we have not 
_ been able to obtain foon enough for infertion in 
thisnumber. For the names of the gentlemen 
who have obtained degrees in medicine at Edin- 
burgh, during the year 1773, we refer our rea- 
ders to the titles of their inaugural differtations, 
which they will find in the third and fourth oat 
of our firft volume. 


The royal fociety of London have ccalibeskd 
their-annual gold medal on Jofeph Prieftly, L.L.D. 
for his ingenious and ufeful obfervations on dif- 
ferent kinds of air, publifhed in the 62d volume 
of the Philofophical Tranfaétions. An abridge- 
ment of that paper is prepared for our next num- 
ber. 
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Lift of New Books. 


Bfervationes de antimonio ejufque ufu in 

¥ morbis curandis. Auctore Gulielmo Saun- 
ders, M. D. et Nofcomii, a Thoma Guyarmigero | 
inftituti, medico. 12mo, London. 


The young furgeon’ dictionary, or in- 
ftru€tor, wherein their terms are explained from 
the beft Greek authors, and an introdudtion to a- 
natomy, by inferting the definition of the ftru€ture 
of man. To which is prefixed, inftructions to 
young chemifts, and a catalogue of drugs, che- 
mical and galenical, in Latin and Englifh, with a 

‘table of all the charaéters ufed in and 
phyfic. London. 
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Méthode pour élever et conferver les enfans en 
bonne fanté depuis leur naiffance jufqu’a lage de 
raifon ; avec quelques reflections fur la maniere 
que I’on a adoptée de les rendre robuftes ; les - 
moyens de reconnoitre les defcentes dont les en- _ 
fans, les hommes, et les femmes font -ffliges; la 
maniere de les traiter ; quelques remarques fur les 
defcentes etranglés, et les inftructions neceflaires 
pour remedier a ces terribles accidens. Par M. 
Blakay, recu expert au college royal de chirurgie 


et enterpreneur de la fourniture des bandages 


aux hdépitaux militaires. 12mo, Paris. 


Traité de chymie, par M. de Lorme, gentil- 
homme ordinaire de fa Majefté, chevalier de 


_ Vordre royal et militaire de St Louis. 8vo, Paris. 


Obfervationes chymicae et mineralogicae, pars 
2da, auctore Chrift. Ehrent. M. D. 


Gripfwald. 


Kurtz anleitung infecten zu fammeln: i. e. 
Short direétions for collecting infects, by Augu- 


-ftus-ChriftianKuhu, M.D. 8vo, Eifenach. 


Befchreibung der Gefund-Brunnen und baden 
die Hof-Giefmer: i. e. A defcription of the mi- 
neral-waters and baths at Hof-Giefmar, by Ch, 


Henry Botger, M. D. &e. Cafiel, 


G4 | F.J. 
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F. J. Arands abhandlung von drey krank- 
heiten, &c. i. e. A treatife on three epidemical 
difeafes which raged in 1771 and 1772, with the 
method of cure, by Frederick — Arand, M.D. 
&c; Gottingen. 


Send-Schreiben, &c. i.e. A letter on inocu- 
lation, addreffled to Dr Stork, " M. — 
M. D. Zurich. 


| De’ fenomeni della 1. Ob- 
fervations on the circulation confidered through 
the whole courfe of the veffels ; on the motion of 
the blood, independent of the action of the heart ; 
and on the pulfation of the arteries. Modena. 


Rudimenta pyritologiae methodicae, auctore 
C.G. Selle, M. D. 

Memoires pour fervir a Phiftoire des infectes. 
Par Charles de Geer, marechal de la cour, et 
chevalier de l’ordre royal de V’etoile du Nord, 
membre de l’académie et de la focieté royales des 
| {ciences de Suede, et correfpondant de !’académie 


royale des fciences de Paris, 3 tomes. 
Stockholm, 


Tableau chronologique des ouvrages ct des 
principales découvertes d’anatomie et de chirurgie, 
par ordre de matiére, pour fervir de table et de 
{upplement a l’hiftoire de ces deux fciences, faifant 
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le tome 6me et dernier de louvrage, par M. 


Portal. Paris. 


Detail des fucces de l’etabliffement que la ville 
de Paris a fait en faveur des perfonnes noyées. 
On y a joint une notice chronologique des diffe- 
rens ouvrages publi¢és fur cette matiere depuis 

1700. Par M. Pia. 8vo. Paris. 


_ An experimental inquiry into the figure and © 
compofition of the red particles of the blood, 
‘commonly called the red globules, being a copy 
ofa paper lately read before the royal fociety, by 
William Hewion, F.R.5S. and teacher of ana- | 
tomy. 8vo. London. 


The practice of the Britifh and French hofpitals. 
Containing a felec&t body of ufeful and elegant 
medicines, for the feveral diforders incident to the 
human body, with practical remarks on each pre: 
{cription. Calculated for the benefit of private 
families; by the anthor of the praétice of the 
London hofpitals. 12mo. London. 


The philofophical tranfactions, giving fome ac- 
count of the prefent undertakings, ftudies, and 
_ labours of the ingenious, in many confiderable 


parts of the world, vol. 63. part. 1. 4to. Lon- 
don, - 
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‘La generation, ou expofition des phenomenes 
relatifs a cette function naturelle, de leur mecha- 
nifme, de leurs caufes en partie, et des effets im- 
mediats qui en refultent ; traduite de la phyfio- 
logie de M. de Haller, augmentée de quelques 
notes, et d’une differtation fur les eaux dé l’am- 
nios, 2 vols, 8vo. Paris. 


~ Eloge hiftorique de la faculté de medecine de 
Paris. Difcours pour les lauriers academiques, tra-_ 
duit de Latin, prononcé aux ecoles de medecine le 
16me Odtobre 1770. 4to. Paris. 


‘Syftéme nouveau et complet de l’art des ac- 
couchemens tant theorique que partique, avec la 
defcription des maladies particulieres aux femmes 
enciennes, aux femmes en couches, et aux enfans 
nouveau nes ; traduit de l’Anglois de Burton, par 
le Moine docteur regent de la faculté de Pa- 
: | tis: Ouvrage enrichi des notes et des figures. 8vo. 
Paris. 


-Traité des maladies vénériennes, dans lequel 
a on indique un nouveau remede, par M. Prefla- 
vin. 12mo. Paris. 


Vade mecum de botanique, ouvrage utile a tout 
le monde, et particulierement aux etudiens en mé- 
decine et en chirurgie, contenant la defcription et 
les 
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les proprietés des plantes ufuelles, la maniere de 
les employer utilement en medecine, avec diffe- 
rentes formules ou peuvent entrer leur prepara- 
_tion, par M. Marquet, doyen de medicins de Nan- 
ci, et medecin botanifte deS. A. R. Leopold duc 
de Lorraine et de Bar. 2 vols, 12mo. Paris. 


T.C. Hoppen, Abhandlung von der begattung 
die pflantzen, i: e. A treatife on the frudtification 
of plants, by T. C. Hoppen. Altenbourg. 
J. F. X. Fauken, Faulung fiebre, &c. 7. e. A 
- defcription of the putrid fever which raged at 
Vienna in the years 1771 and 1772 by J. F. 
‘Xavier Fauken, M.D. Vienna. 


Della febbre maligna, z. ¢. A treatife on ma- 

lignant fevers, by M. Migliori. Peronne. 

J. F. Henkels Neue medecinifche und chirur- — 

_ gifche anmerkungen, &c. z. e. New medical and 

chirurgical obfervations, by J. F, Henkel. 2 vols, 
r2mo. Berlin. 


Traité de la ‘nouvelle ‘methode d’inoculer a 
petite-verole, par M. Vieufleux, M. D. 8vo, 

Geneva. | 
‘Lettres de M. le doéteur Bietrefi et Charles Be- 


noit fur lacaufe de la non-pulfation des veines. 
12mo. Lufanne. 


The 
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The effects of injections into the urethra, and 
the ufe and abufe of thofe remedies in the cure 
and prevention of the virulent gonorrhoea briefly 
confidered, with occafional remarks on the na- 
ture of that diforder, in anfwer to fome modern 


doétrines. By Thomas Bayford, furgeon. 8vo. 


London. 


Experiments “and obfervations onthe mineral 


waters of Philadelphia, Abington, and Briftol, in 


the ‘province of Penfylvanmia. Read, June 18. 
1773, before the American philofophical fociety, 
held at Philadelphia, by Benjamin Rufh, M. D. 
profeffor of chemiftry in the college of Philadel- 
phia. 8vo. Philadelphia. 


An effay introductory to the ftudy of 


ty. 8vo. Briftol. 


Hiftoire de Pacadémie royale des fciences année 


1770, avec les memoirs de mathematiques et de- 


phyfiques pour la meme annec. Tirés de regiltres 
de cette académie. 4to. Paris. 


~ Memoires fur differentes parties de la phyfique, 
de l’hiftoire naturelle, des {ciences, et des arts. Par 


M. Guettard de l’académie des fciences, 3 vols, 


ato. Paris. 
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Le petit cabinet d’hiftoire naturelle, ou manuel 
du naturalifte. Ouvrage utile aux voyageurs, 
et a ceux qui vifitent les cabinets d’hiftoire natu- 
relle, et des curiofities; contenans tout ce que | 
Vhiftoire naturelle peut offrir de plus piquant et 
de plus intereffant ; tout ce qui concerne les a- 
-nimaux, les vegetaux, et les mineraux, avec leur 

proprietés et leurs ufages. 8vo. Paris. 


de Phumanité en faveur des noyes, ou 
‘moyens faciles pour les rapeller a la vie ; ouvrage — 
tres intereffant, par M. Ifnard. 8vo. Paris. _ 
-Traité des maladies veneriennes, par M. Fe- 
bure, troifieme edition, a laquelle on a ajouté une | 


table analytique des matieres. 2 vols, 12mo. Pa- 
ris. 


Les exercifes du corps chez les anciens. Par M. 
Sabbattier. 8vo. Paris. 


Oeuvres de M. Franklin, docteur en loix, 
membre de l’academie royale des fciences de Pa- 
ris, des focietés royales de Londres, et de Got- 
tingen, des focietes philofophiques d’Edinbourg 
et de Rotterdam, prefident de la focieté philofo-— 
phique de Philadelphie, et refident ala cour de la 
Grand Bretagne pour plufieurs colonies Britan- 
niques Americaines ; traduites de l’Anglois, fur 
la quartrieme edition, par M. Barbeu du Bourg, 

docteur 
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doéteur en dies de la faculté de Patis, avec 


additions nouvelles, et des figures en taille douce. 
2 vols, 4to. Paris, 

Avis a mes concitoyens, ou Effai fur la fievre 
miliare, fuivi des plufieurs obfervations interef- 


fantes fur la meme maladie, par M. Gaftelier, r me- 
decin a Montargis, 12mo. Paris, 


Defcription du cabinet royal de Drefde tou- 
chant Vhiftoire naturelle. Folio, Drefde. 


O. Acrel Chirurgifche gefchichte, 7 i.e. Chirur- 


gical obfervations made in the royal hofpital at 
Stockholm, by Ol, Acrel, M. D. furgeon-major 
tothe royal hofpital, &c. 8vo, Lubec. 


Hiftoriae et commentationes academiae clecto- 
ralis fcientiarum et elegantiorum artium Theodo- 


-ro-Pelatinae. 4to, Manhemiae, 


Dizonarie delle arti, 2. e. A diGtionary of arts 
begun by Mr Francois Grifelini and continued by 
M. PAbbé Fofladoni. 14. tom, rzmo. Venice, 


THE END. 
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